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The I'IESIDEN.T took the Chair at 4.30
pa., an~d read prayers.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (lion. W. H.
Kit-,on- -West) [4.341 in moving the second
reading said: This is the usual Bill intro-
dluced each year after the passing of the
E:sciimte.. Supply has been granted during-
this session towards the services of the
year up to a total of £2,950,000 f rom the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £450,000 from
the General Loan Fund and £300,00 from
the Public Account for Advance to Treas-
urer, and this Bill grants further supplies
up to (lie total of the estimates. Clause 3
appropriates the supplies to the respective
s ervices as summarised in Schedules "B"

is "C"The total expenditure from the
Consolidated Revvenue Fund is estimated to
be (11,383,849, but of this amount,
£4,515,301 is appiropriated under special
Adts, leaving a balance requiring appropria-
tion of £6,868,515, which is the amount set
down in Ibe Bill.

Loan expenditure for the year isi estim-
ated nt £2,080,958 and authority is sought
to appropriate this amount from the Gen-
endl Loan Fund. Clause 3 also provides for
£500,000 for advance to Treasurer for the
purposes. set forth in Schedule "D," and
further conifirms the expenditure from

"Advance to Treasurer, 1939-40," full de-
tails of which are set out in Schedules "E"
and "F."

The transactions of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund for 1939-40 resulted in a de-
ficit of £:146,825, as compared with an estim-
ated shortage of £91,288, Revenue collec-
tions being £:66,069 less than estimated and
expenciture £C49,468 in excess of the Estim-
ines. Revenue items showing increases were
Taxation £203,354, anti Royal Mint, £8,274,
while the following deereasse were shownu:
Departmental, £59,603; Public Utilities,
4l88,lC7. and other items £29,917. Under
Taxation, Income Tax was £109,617 above
the Budget estimate, Financial Emergency
Tax, £123,700 and Gold Mining Profits Tar:
£32,742 above; while other forms of taxa-
tion, notably Land Tax, £12,620, Totalisa-
tor Duty, L8,331, Stamp Duty £14,903, and
Probate Duty £27,072, were altogether
£65683 less that] thle estimate. Land rev-
enuie was £24,743 lower than anticipated ow-
ing to the difficulties of the producers dur-
ing the year, but this was offset to a certain
extent by anl increase of £13,535 in timber
revenue. It is gratifying to note that the
position of the timber industry is consider-
ably better than appearances indicated at
tIhis time last year. This has been brought
about largely by the efforts of the timber
comphijfnies, supplomrnfed by representations
of the Government, as a result of which
satisfactory arrangements have been con-
cluded for the shipment of large orders to
the United Kingdom. It is also pleasing to
n~ote that notwithstanding the war in China,
sales of sandalwood to that country have
l)een continued on a scale higher than was
to be expected, although it is by no means
certain that the trade will be maintained to
the same extent.

The reduction of £59,603 in Revenue un-
der "Departmental" was owing to the fact
that the Government's proposed legislation
to transfer £120,000 to Revenue from motor
livense fees was not passed. This loss, how-
ever, was reduced by increased interest pay-
me-ntsi from the Agricultural Bank of
£C54,601. also by larger profits from the
Snvings Bank, £4,992, and increased repay-
Menits of wire netting advances, £8,4219.

The result shown by the trading coneerns
as a -whole was satisfactory, although owing-
to a profit made by the State Sawmills not
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being received in time for inclusion, the
actual figures were £C14,088 less than the
Budget estimate.

War conditions accounted for a decline
of £188,177 in revenue from public utilities,
the concerns moat affected being Bunbury
Harbour Board £4,500, Fremantle Harbour
Trust £15,067 and Railways, £182,471.
Members will realise that owing to the diffi-
culties of shipping wheat abroad large quan-
tities of that commodity are still at the
country sidings, there being about 300,000
tons more than was the ease last year. Had
the railways been able to transport the
300,000 tons, the benefit to revenue would
have been considerable. As it is, however,'
the wheat will have to remain where it is
for some time.

Expenditure for the year, as I have said,
,was £49,468 greater than the estimate whichi,
in the present uncertain conditions, may be
regarded as satisfactory. There were no
Very great departures from the Estimates,
the main - heads showing excesses being
Special Acts (other than Constitution Act
and Loan Acts) £C7,206; exchange £15,989;
unemployment relief £3,580; and public
utilities £36,083; while there were savings
of £1,667 under the Constitution Act,
£7,062 under Loan Acts for interest and
sinking fund on the public debt, and £4,661
under departmental.

Dealing with the estimates for the cuar-
renit year the budgetary position is as. fol-
lows:-

Estimated revenue ..
Estimated expenditure
Estimated deficit .

;C
*.11,217,152

11,383,849
166,697

Revenue collections; are expected to he
greater than last year's by £97,200, the prin-
cipal items making up the increase being
land tax, £ 25,120: gold mnining profits tax,
£E29,758; probate duty, £27,072; depart-
mental, £47,790; dimabilities g-rant, £55,000;
State trading concerns, £0,641:; aind public
utilities, £10,577, against which the follow-
ing decreases are expected :-Incomie lax
a nd financial emergency fax, £-53,311; terni-
torial, £E11,205; and law courts, £8,960. The
increase in land tax is due to the fact that
there was some delay last year in the issue
of assessments worth over £12,000. The
amount will be received this year, and will
make a difference of £25,000 as compared
with the collections last year. The con-

tinned prosperity of the mining industry is
responsible for the probable increase in

glmiigprofits tax.

Under "Departmental" revenue, Treasury,
there have been included two new items,
namely, transfer of motor license fees,
£75,000 and portion of the profits of the
State Insurance Office, £40,000. The first
of these item;, of course, depended upon
enabling- legislation being passed by Parlia-
iuent. In the second ease, it is considered
that, after taking into revenue an amount
equivalent to that which would be paid in
taxation if the State Insurance Office was
conducted by a private company, and mak-
ing amlde provision for reserves, it is reason-

able to take the balance of the profits into
revenue. Interest to be paid to the Treas-
utry by the Agricultural Bank for this year
has beeni put down at £200,000, or Z74,000
less tihan last year. This, of course, is in
4consequen01ce of seasonal conditions by reason
of whbich many of the bank's clients will be
qutite unable to meet their commitments.
There is no markted variation in the esti-
mated receipts of other departments.

The disabilities grant to be received
from the Commonwealth this year is
£630,000, an increase of £55,000 on the
amnount we received last year. Estimated
iirofits from Ilhe State trading concerns show
an increase of £14,503. Sonic of this was
eariflnld last year, but was not received in
time to be incorporated in tlie figures for
that year. Against this increase of profits,
there wilt probably be a reduction of £C4,952
in the amount recovered by the trading con-
cerns for departmental charges, interest, etc.

The earnings from individual public
utilities will be very much the same as last
year, the major variation being a reduction
of £22,333 in receipts from the Fremantle
Harbour Trust, as a resualt of the curtail-
ment of shipping, and increases of £18,7181
from the metropolitan water supply, £7,144
fromn tranmways and £6,235 from electricity
slipply.

On the expenditure side, there will be
increases over last year of M12,441 under
Special Acts and £81,313 under govern-
mental, while on public utilities there will
he a reduction of £,56,673. 'Most of the
expenditure for which special appropria-
tions are in existence is fairly constant
from year to year, but there are a few
items where variations occur. Interest and
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sinking fund on the public debt is nf or-
tunately an cvergrowing liability, and the
estimate for this year is £66,000 above the
actual cost last year, £29,811 being on
account of interest and £36,189 on account
of sinking fund. The amount to be trans-
ferred from revenue to the Reforestation
Fund under Section 41 of the Forests Act
-will be £7,234 less, owing to the reduced
revenue expected this year from the timber
industry.

Payments under the Superannuation Act
of 1938 are estimated at £46,000 for the
current year, as against only £763 last
year. The reason for such a big increase
is. that during the first year of operation,
the only pensions payable were to de-
pendants of deceased contributors, hut
from now on all employees who joined the
scheme will receive pensions on retirement.
A new item under Special Acts this year
is the payment of £E5,600 under the Police
Benefit Fund Abolition Act. This is a con-
tinuance of the contribution previously
made to the Police Benefit Fund under the
authority of a Treasury vote, and is neces-
,sary in order to provide to members of the
fund benefits to which they arc entitled, the
fund itself not holding sufficient reserves
to permit of an equitable distribution. It
-has been known for some years that the
Police Benefit Fund was in an unsound
position due to the gratuities payable under
the rules being out of proportion to the
contributions, and as the Superannuation
Act of 1938 provides that members of the
force joining the superannuation scheme
mnay transfer their share in the benefit fund
to the superannuation fund, it became
necessary for the Government to build up
the Police Benefit Fund to a condition
-where it could provide for its members at
least a fair portion of the amount to which
they are entitled.

With. regard to the estimated increase of
£61,313 in governmental expenditure, it i-3
calculated that approximately £30,000 is
accounted for by the recent rise in the
biasic wage, most of the remainder being
mnade up of increases; inl the Treasury, Child
Welfare. Education, and Police Depart-
menits. Direct expenditure by the Treasury
Department is set down at £772,479, beingi
£17,691 greater than that of las4t year. This
is mainly accounted for by the extra cost of

the Taxation lDepartment, following on the
introduction of the new scheme of collecting
income tax at the source, the additional pay-
ment on this account being £11,302, plus a
further payment of £2,500 towards the cosL
of converting thle building now occupied by
the Taxation Department.

In the Child Welfare Department, in-
creased payments for maintenance of chil-
dren and for outdoor relief amount to
£C10,069, due no doubt to an added number
of eases being dealt with, possibly by reason
of circumstances arising out of the war.
Education expenditure for the year is set
down at £783,250, showing an increase of
£10,694 over last year, caused by the pro-
vision of additional high schools and greater
expenditure onl technical education. In the
Police Department there will probably *hbe
increased expenditure amounting to £9,549,
due mostly to the rise inl the basic wage.
The decrease of £56,673 ill expenditure O-t
public utilities is mainly due to saviirg-
effected in the Railway Department. These
savings are tire result of the most rigid
economy, and by erideavouring, where en-
lishtuents have taken place, to carry on with
a reduced staff. If members desire any fur-
ther information onl the flinances of the
State, I shall be happy to supply it, but
would like to be advised as soon as possible,
so that I may have an opportuinity of secur-
ing thme information.

Clause 4 of the Bill is to approve of ex-
peirditure amiounting to £65,000 from the
Reforestation Fund in accordance with the
scheme prepared under Section 41 of the
Forest s Act, which has been laid on the
Table of thle House. Clause 5 deals with
expenditure in the year 1938-39 on the
Royal 'Mint. Under the Perth Mint Act tho
annual amount appropriated from Revenue
is £25,000, but the expenditure for the year
mentioned was actually £-26,000, and it is
necssary to have parliamentary approval of
thle excss, of £1,000. An estimated excess
during the current year is provided for by
flip' inclusion of an item under "Treasury-
'Miscellaneous Services." I move--

That the 'Bill lie now read a second time.

EON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [4.54]:
Tbe Chief Secretary's introduction of the
Bill was interesting so far as it could be
followed. We were given quite a lot of
figures which it was; impossible to asstim-
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unato at the moment; but I failed to notice
any reference to what we might expect would
be done towards making provision for that
period which we hope will soon come, When
we shall return to normality and shall have
to find work for ninny men who, unfor-
tunately, are to-day being taken out of their
ordinary vocations. Some months ago the
Government, with a considerable flourish of
trumpets, announced a crusade for the en-
couragement and establishment of second-
ary industries that -would put uin, on a new
plane. The Minister for Industrial Develop-
mieat (Mr. Hawke) was hailed as exactly
the right man for the job. We have
been treated to innumerable Press para-
graphs and statements all of which
stimuated our hopes that we were at
last to move in the direction so long
desired, that of creating avenues of employ-
ment -which would be permanent and would
make for the much more rapid advancement
of the State. A gentleman long since dlead
is reported once to have made a remark eon-
ceraing a mountain that was in labour and
brought forth a mouse. I do not know
whether the mountain to which I have al-
luded has yet produced anything, but so
far I have not even seen a mouse. One is
rather disappointed that after all that we
Were promised we have not now something
that would be at least enocuraging.

There is one dirpotion in which I think
the present Government, if it desires to go
down to posterity as one of outstnding ac-
complisinent an~d one that leaves a monu-
mieat of achievement behind it, would have
a very fair chance of Obtaining that repu-
tation. That direction is towards thle estab-
lishinent of a big iron industry here. Re-
cently I mentioted this matter to a member
of the Legislature of this State, and I was
immediately confronted with the most dole-
ful prospects.. There were difficulties every-
where, he insisted. Well, probably there may
be. difficulties; probably there are; bitt no-
thing that is worthwhile is achieved in this

-world without difficulty. Difficulties are
things to be overcome. It appears to me that
even under present conditions, and probabl 'y
for a generation to come, there will be a1
tremendous demand for iron and steel; and
we in this country are, if we only realised
it, in a highly favoured position in that
respect. We have iron ore deposits which
are the envy of the world-easily mined],

right on the sea board, and not too far
away from the point at which the ore can
be treated. Now, Russia when *starting its
first five-year plan was in a hopeless posi-
tion regarding supplies of iron and -steel;
and at enormous expense, I understand, large
blast furnaces have been established there.

The Chief Secretar'-v: B % whomt?
Hot'. W. J, MANN: By the Government.

They were established as a national neces-
sity. However, the co' at Of Providing fuel
for those furces, Made the pusition ex-
tremely" difficult. After a good deal of ye-
soec and experimnentat ion -and T am not
sure that it was not following a precedent
established in England-it was found that
charcoal could be used for the prpose de-
sired, and a number of the furnaces were
converted from coke to charcoal. We have
iion ore in unlimited quantities and we hare
also great possibilities regarding the making
of charcoal. Where Russia can get only 20
or 30 tons of charcoal to the acre, -we have
places from which we can get hundreds of
tons to the acre. A great deal of our timber-
is looked upon as Worthiess, in the generally'
aceptied tertnr--mnrri, red gain and other
timbers-but when converted to charcoal,
those timibers will become extremely valuable.

If the committee which the Minister for
Industrialt Development brought into exist-
;ence will turn its attention in flint direct-
tion I believe it will be possible to do great
thing s, leading to the establishment of in-
dlustries. The statement waA made to me
recently that three blast furnaces in Russia
using coke had beeni converted to charcoal
and that a,, a result, the output over anti
above what had been tur-ned out by them
I1ieviously was something over 700,000 totns.
To nrc mind that is most encouraging. I
have tnt consulted 'Mr. Pernie and I do not
know what the committee with which he is
associated is doing. but I would urge the
Government to give every possible atten-
tion to this matter. I presume from the
interjection of thle Chief sQ-retairy a few
niinitesq ago, that he was going to ask ip
whether I Would agree to the Stat? taking
over a concerni of that description.

The Chief Secretary: T was wrontlerinz
whether yon hadt been converted.

Hon. IV. J. MA'N'N: We ton (10o a lot of
thitmg - that thle Chief Secretary calls "Con-
vcrtitig.' It is a ver-y wide term and I do
not know that a GIovernment charged with
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the administration of the country would be
doing wrong if it offered every possible in-
ducement to people to come here and embark
on an industry of this description, or that
even if it failed in that direction it might
approach the question by rendering assist-
ance in some other way. What is in my
mind is that after the war we do not want
to be faced with the spectre of permanent
unemployment. We have had it too long,
and if I am any judge, we are going to have
it in an even greater form when the war is
over. Unless some industry is established
that wifl in its turn create other industries,
then the outlook for employment will not be
very encouraging. So I think that the Gov-
ernment should not just sit idly by and wait
for someone to come along and do what I
suggest, but it should give some encourage-
ment in order to bring people to this coun-
try to embark on this industry. I believe
there is room for the iron and steel industry
on this side of the continent. I have great
admiration for what the Broken Hill Pty.
is doing, but that concern will not supply
the needs of this part of the world in the
future. And if the devastation that is tak-
ing place on the other side of the world
continues for any length of time at the rate
at which it is going along, then the recon-
struction process that followed the last war
will be nothing compared with what will
be taking place in the future. I have been
looking for some method whereby we might
make a move, and this seems to me to be
the soundest of all.

Hon. G1. W. Miles: You will have to amend
the Workers' Compensation Act to give some
encouragement to people to come here.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is one of the
matters that might follow in the train of the
proposal. Generally speaking, however, I'
do hope that the Government will take a
serious view of this question. I am quite
sure that if we could be instrumental in
bringing about the establishment of an in-
dustry such as this, the Government would
go down in the political annals of this State
as one of the most far-sighted Western Aus-
traliat had ever had. We have a good deal
of respect for the Government and apprecia-
tion for what it is honestly desirous of doing
for the State, and we want to retain that
opinion. So I offer this suggestion as one
that might well receive its favourable con-
sideration.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In comittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE CHIEr SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) (5.12]: I move-

Thot the Bill be now r-ead a tbird time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.13]: We
have on previous occasions held up the
Appropriation Bill and made it the last
of all the measures to pass in the session.
On this occasion there is no intention of
doing that. We have no objection to the
Bill being read a third time, but I would
like the Government to understand that by
allowing the measure to pass in this way
we are not foregoing our right if we think
it should be exercised, to hold up the Bill
until the close of the session.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

First Rleadng.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

BON. A. THOMSON (South-East) [5.15]
in mnoving the second r-eading said: This is
a short measure which was introduced in
another place by Mr. Seward, in an en-
deavour to over-comne a difficulty facing
country districts. Hospitals provided at
great expense in country areas, with as-
sistance from the Lotteries Commission and
the Health Department, are in grave danger
of being closed owing to the impossibility
of obtaining the services of medical prac-
titioners. In my own province there are no
fewer than three hospitals without medical
officers. Although £600 a year has been
guaranteed by various hospital committees,
doctors cannot be induced to go to the
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country. The Bill provides that if the
Medical Board is satisfied that a person
is of good fame and character and has been
resident for some time in Australia, he
mnay, even though he is an alien, be entitled
to registration as a medical practitioner.
Further, -where the Governor is satisfied
that the residents of any area are not ade-
quately provided for in respect of medical
or surgical services, he may proclaim such
area to be a region in respect of which a
-regional registration certificate may be
granted to an approved person.

The measure is based on a New Sonth
Wales Act providing medical aid in the
same way for country districts. No medi-
tal practitioner will be appointed to such
an area unless he is approved by the
-Medical Board, and his activities will be
confined to the regional area prescribed in
the Governor 's proclamation. Owing partly
to war conditions, many medical men have
enlisted for service both in camps within
the State and overseas, and it is extremely
difficult to obtain duly qualified men. in
the Tambellup district, applications were
called for a medical officer and the only
-applicant was a refugee who bad fled from
Vienna. Though he had the highest creden-
tials, his application could not be considered
because there is no reciprocal arrangement
between his country and any portion of the
British Empire. There are refugees from
Nazi-governed countries who are resident in
Australia and have high qualifications, hut
whose services cannot be used owing to the
conditions that apply in this country. The
Bill is purely a Committee measure.

Hon. J7. J7. Holmnes: What would happen to
our own doctors who on their return from
the war found that their positions had been
filled by refugees.

Hon. A., THOMNSON: That is provided
for.

Hon. L. Craig: The same thing applies, to
members of other professions-dentists,
Architects, etc.

-Hon. A. THOMSON: The Governor is
given the right not only to declare an area
to be a region within the meaning of the
Act, but also to alter any area or revoke
such proclamation. If a Proclamation were
revoked, the doctor working in the regional
district concerned would cease to do so.
Ample provision is made for the protection
of onr medical men on their return from the

warl. I can assure the hon, member that
opportunities are available to our medical
men to go into country districts to-day, but
it is absolutely impossible to secure their
services. That position obtained before
the wvar. However, if the hon. member
consults the Bill, he will find that there is
prov'ision to protect the interests of Austra-
lian (doctors. Above all, no man will be
allowed to practise unless he has demon-
stra ted to the satisfaction of the board and
the Minister that lhe has the proper qualifi-
cations.

The Chief Secretary: Is this approved by
the British Medical Association?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I understand it is
approved by the Minister for Health in.
another place. He gave it his blessing and
secured 6ne or two amendments because he
considered country hospitals were in such a
serious position that help was urgently
needed.

Hon. HT. S. W. Parker: The B.M,A. has
approved.

Honl. A. THOMSON;- I hope the House
will support the measure. I move-

That the Bill be flow read a second timue.

RON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5,221:
The Bill is designed to provide better medi-
cal facilities in certain country districts, and
that is most necessary. In agreeing to
admit refugee doctors to practise, we should
consider two points. First of all, the in-
terests of our own doctors who are on active
service should be protec ted so that xvhen
they return they may take up their old
practices; secondly, consideration should be
given to the fact that 220 students are now
taking their finial examinations in Melbourne
and Sydney.

The Honorary Minister: They will not
come here, though.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: There are other
students in Adelaide and Brisbane, but I
have not the figures. To estimate the
future duration and extent of the shortage
of medical practitioners is difficult, but the
lack of medical men in many country cen-
tres was evident before the war began and
has not been occasioned by war conditions.
Obviously those districts have failed to at-
tract our, own doctors, because the bonefib,
derived aire rnot commensurate with the sac-
rifices, involved. It has been suggested that
the guarantee to country doctors should ho
increased to £750, and that would be a step
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in the right direction. The amount gunr-
iitced to-day is £600 bat it is not enough.
The whole ditliulty is that there is not suiffi-
cient niducient for doctors to serve in
ninny of our country areas. The £600 is
not an ordiuary subsidy but mnerely' a guar-
antee, and it does not follow that the
Governmnent would have to provide the
faill] amount. The shortage of miedical
practitioners in country districts is
aeute, and unlcs-n doctors can lie induced to
inractise there, it will be netecsar3' for
arrangements to be made to transport sick
people to centres where there are medical
practitioners. The statemient has been
made that doctors w-ill not come f rom the
Eastern, States, but if sufficient inducemnt
is offered, they will rio so. If we desire
to develop this country we must ensure thbat
there are suitable medical facilities all over
the State, People do not want to have to
come to Perth every time they are sick, and
the Government tshould assist as far as pos-
s ihle to provide medical ser-vices.

I underttand the Bill is acceptable to thu
British Medical Association anld the Medical
Board is favourabaly disposed toyards it. At
any rate, they wrote a letter to the 'Minis-
ter for ffealth onl the matter -which was read
in another place, and the whole of which I
think appeared in "Hanser&'"

The Bill appears to be largely on the lines9
suggested by the B.M.1A. and I have yet to
learn thiat there is any great ohjection to it
from anybody. When such a inwasurc is
brought hefore us on the last day of a ses-
sion, w-e have lnt tmch oppo"rtnilit 'v to do
justice to it, and the miatter is fur too na-
portant to treat lighltly. I have lnt had
anl opportunity of i-eading the amended Bill.
Conseqiient ly, to give that attention to it
that it deserves is dillicult. Of course this
.surt of thing occurs every year. If we
desirev to pa:ss the Bill throuigh all stages
ait this; ,itting, we shall not have an oppor-
tunity to go thoroughly into every detail.
However, I intend to support the second
reading and if, at the Committee stage, any-
thing call be (lone to improve the measure,
T will assist in that direction to the best of
miy ability.

HON. j. CORNELL (South) [5.27]: This
is a subject of which we cannot take a
sulperficial view. We neced to analyse the
reasons for thie introlduction of the measure.

The Medical Aet has been ini existence
since 1894 and alny person who practises
surgery or medicine in this State bus to
conform to die conditions laid dlown in that
Act. Through the years I (10 not think we
have had mnuch to complain about. Any
person coming to the State and complying
with the provisions of the M1edical Act hias
been allowed to practise here. Now it is
said that owing to the fact that medical
men will not go into agricultural districts
anid to the shortage of medical practitioners
due to war conditions, we must depart from
the provisions of the Act. Whom are we
going to admit? We are told that there are
sufflcient refugee doctors in the State to
meet reqiuiremnents. Evidently the Bill pro-
vides that the refugee doctors Shall be sub-
jeet to an examination different from that
which has prevailed since 1894. We should
approach this subject warily. What is meant
by "any person," and of what nationality is
it expected the refugee doctors would be9

The HonorYary Minister:. Well, wht
about it?

lion. J. CORNELL: Will they he British
Subjects?

The Honorary Minister: If they were it
wvould not hie i1cecssary to go through all
this.

Hon. J. COKNELL: We should think
long, even in the exigencies of the caireum-

sicebefore we opein thc door to permit
non-British subjects to practice medicine in
the S;tate unider condlitions that differ in the
ease of Britishers.

Honi. H. S. WV. Parker: Non-British sub-

jeets are already practising here.

lioji. J1. CORNELL: Under what condi-
tions ?

lion. 11. S. W. Parker: Under normal
conditioins that would apply to any medical
man.

Hon. .1. CORNELL: But no special eir-
Ciims;tanCeS have been sect up for them.

The Hionorary ' Minisiter: They would have
1o) he [Jualitied before they could practise.

Uon. A. Thouison: Look at Clause -3.

lUo'. J. CORNELL: I am dealing with
the( principle. I have a hiazy idea that Miost
oif the refugeves could buy And se~ll us lb-"it-
ishers.

The Honorary Minister: In respect to
111vir 1)0.,S(-,Lion,
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Hon. J. CORNELL: In the matter of
snide dealing. That applies to many of
them. They certainly get about. They have
been reared in a different environment and
brought up under different conditions
compared with our own doctors. They could
buy and sell quite a lot of our men. Theme
is a move amongst certain sections of the
community to pool their resources, and to
push their own kith and kin, their own ilk.
What I fear is that if we let in these people,
atnd the war goes on for a long time, our
own medical men who have gone overseas
in the Empire's cause will return only to
find that non-Britishers have dug themselves
if).

H-on. H. S. W. Parker: How many of
themt are there, after all I

Hon. J. CORNELL: It would not matter
it there were only two. This is a time for
plain dealing and for standing up for our
own people. Surely we arc not going to
provide machinery by which amr own men
will he disadvantaged by others who do not
belong to our race or country. The compla-
ency of the Britisher in regard to other
sections of people in the world, who have
nothing in common with us, has too long
keen one of our characteristics.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do not you think there
aire any safeguards in the Bill?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The safeguard we
mnust give to those doctors who have gone
away on active service is to see that this
mneasure operates only for the duration of
the wvar, and no longer. At the end of the
war all these circumstances shqguld be re-
viewed.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: The law can be
reviewed at any time.

Hon. J. CORNELL; Profiteering legis-
ltiin is brought down for the duration of
the war and six months after, and, if we
are going to legislate specially for non-
Britishers, we should do so on a similar
bansis.

lHon. C. B. Williams: Why not send the
-foreigners to the Ivar and retain our own
mnen?7

Hon. J1. CORNELL: I would not have
allowed them in at all.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: They are already
ill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Too many of them
liave been allowed in.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Only two of them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are two men going to
save the situation?

Hon. J. CORNELL: According to Mr.
Parker, this legislation has been brought
down for the sake of two people. He said
that only two persons were involved. One
question transcends the shortage of doctors,
and that is the principle to which I have re-
ferred. The only condition on which I will
support this Bill is that it is made a war
mea sure.

Han C. F.* Baxter: To operate for six
months after the wart

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not feel in-
clined to throw open the door at all to non-
Britishers.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I have seen enough

of them. Those wham we are fighting to-
day would not do this sort of thing. We are
legislating to accommodate men who have
come from enemy countries. We awe an
obligation to our own medical men who
have volunteered for war service, and made
af great monetary sacrifice by so doing.

Hon. E. M{. Heenan: Charity begins at
home.

Hon. J. COR3NELL: Once the non.
Britishiers drive in the wedge, they will be
hard to get rid of.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Their representatives
here, the medical men, are prepared to
admit a limited number of non-Britishers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: To whom does the
lion, member refer?

Hon. H. Tuekey: To the doctors who
already belong to the State.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Doctors repeatedly
say, "Why do you not go to your own kindi"

Hon. J. CORNELL: The House should
deal warily with the situation. For the sake
of ain immediate advantage, we should not
grab with both hands something that will
probably work to our disadvantage. I will
reserve my decision until I ascertain that
this Bill will definitely be made a war mea-
sure. It must be reconsidered by Parliament
at the end of the war. It is all very well for
Mvr. Parker to say it can be reviewed at any
time. He changes his opinion as often as
he changes his coat.

The Honorary Minister: It can only op-
crate for 12 months.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: It have been long
enough in Parliament to know that the only
certain way to ensure a review of legisla-
tion by Pa-rlient is to put a string on it,
and make it a temporary measure. Those
who are realponsible for its administration
can then ask Parliament to re-enact it.
When the time comes the whole situation
can be reviewed, and Parliament can decide
'whether this legislation should remain on the
statute-book. I hope a string will be at-
tached to the Bill, although I do not feel
inclined to support it in any event.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.42]: I regret the occasion for the intro-.
duction of this Bill. We all realise the seri-
ous condition that prevails in certain
country districts, as well as in hospitals
there, owing to the scarcity of medical men.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is there any short-
age of solicitors in the country?

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: Perhaps the hion.
member-

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hion. mem-
ber to confine himself to a discussion upon
the Bill, and not to he drawn away by inter-
jeetions.

Hon- J. NICHOLSON: I should like to
have explained for the benefit of the hion.
member-

The PRESIDENT: The explanation
would pobaifbly have no bearing upon the
Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He was referring
to the scarcity of legal men.

The PRESIWENT: I would prefer the
lion, member to confine his attention to the
Bill.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: A difficult posi-
tion has arisen in the country districts. But
for that, in all probability this Bill would]
not have been brought down. The exigen-
cies of the circum-stances; and the crisis
tliroueh wlrkh wve are pna.sing have led to
the introdnction of the measure.

lion. E. M.N. Hleenan: What occurred diiv-
ilig the lagt war?

Hon. .3. NTCHOILSON: The Rome diffi-
culty did not then, arise, We -were able to
cope with the situation then. The strain
upon people in the country districts is
grea.ter on ili.h occpa-ion and More mar1ke-d
than it waq (luring the last war. Because
we are practically at tile end of the session,
no oppor-tunity has been afforded to memt-

hers to consider this important Bill as
deeply as would have been the ease had it
come down earlier. It has come before us
at practically the eleventh hour. Notwith-
standing that, we should do our best to deal
with the situation. Whilst the Medical
Board appointed under the principal Act
will have certain authority under this mea-
sure, it appears to nre that it would be wise
to give special consideration to Parag-raph
(a) of Subelause (2) of Clause 3. That pro-
vision in the Bill reads-

(2) Where any area is declared by a pro-
clatnation under this section to be a region the
hoard shaill, subject to ti section, issue a cer-
tificate of regional registratioa in the pre-
scribed form in remspet of that region to a
person who proves to the satisfaction of the
board that lie--

(a) has passed through a regular graded
course of medical study of five or
more yetrs duration in a school of
medicine in seine part of the British
Empire or some other country-

Thea various other requirements are set out.
I draw particular attention to the words "or
some other country." That phrase leaves
the position very open. Those members who
have travelled in certain parts of Europe
must be conscious of the fact that in some of
the countries, the qualifications required of
medical men are not of the high standard
essential in British countries or in accord-
ance with the requirements of the British
Medical Association.

The Honorary Minister: That would not
apply to Austria.

11on. 3. NICHOLSON: I am not favour-
ably inclined to the suggestion that such
open power shall be vested in the board, for
these doctors should not be employed in the
country districts unless the board is abso-
lutely sat isfied that the doctor possgesses
tqualihcnlfions4 that would warrant his regis-
tration.

The Chief Secretary:- Why did you not
quiote the remainder of the clause you have
mentioned, hcaucze that point is dealt with?9

Hon. J. -NICHOLSON: I thought I had
madie the point clear regarding: some En'o-
pean qualifications not being of the high
standard requiredl by Britishf universities and
by the B.M.A. I know that there are some
centres in Europe to which many doctors zo
for study and to secure degre, but in other
ports the ,tandard ii nut so high.

The Honorary Minister: That point can
he dealt -with under the Bill, which makes
the necessary provision.
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Hion. J1. NICHOLSON: I do not think the
Position is sufficiently safeguarded. An im-
I)ortaflt Point was raised regarding the dura-
tion of the legislation which has not been in-
troduced under ordinary conditions but
under stress of war conditions.

Hon. L. Craig: Not alone; not by any
means!I

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: That being so, we
must appreciate the demand that has arisen
for the services of medical men in many of
our country districts owing to so many doc-
tors having enlisted for active service.

Hon. A. Thomson: That applies to some
of the doctors, but others have taken up city
practices.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:- There is a great
dearth of medical men at present, and we
should ensure that those who have given
their services to the country in connection
with the war, shall not suffer through their
positions being filled by doctors who will be
registered under this legislation.

The Hoaorary Minister: But they can
continue for only 12 months tinder the pro-
visions of the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The position
would be best safeguarded if the operations
of the Bill were to be confined to the dura-
tion of the war.

Hon. A. Thomson: I aim willing to agree
to that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I ain glad to have
that assurance because it will enable me,
subject to what I have said about Clause 3,
to support the second reading of the Bill.

HOW, G. B. WOOD (East) [5.511: 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, which
is in the interests of the country people.
Had there not been an acute shortage of
doctors in the country districts, the Bill
would not have been introduced. Everyone
must admit the desirability of admitting cer-
tain doctors, foreign or otherwise, in order
to cope with preseut day requirements
I trust the Bill will be considered promptly
in Committee so that we may clear up some

-of the points to which reference has been
made. It is a wvar-time measure, and T do
not think its duration for the period of the
war and six months afterwards will be quite
long enough, particularly when we remember
the length of time it took to repatriate our
men after the 1914-18 war.

Ron. J. Cornell: We could re-enact the
measure.

Ron. G. 13. W OOD: Many of these for-
eign or refugee doctors are specialists, not
altogether suited to the work of a general
practitioner iii the country areas. Perhaps
some course could h~e provided to enable
them to fit themselves for the task.

Hon. L. Craig: The Bill contains a provi-
sion for that purpose.

Hon. G. B. WOOD; I am glad of that,
and have pleasure in supporting the Bill.

RON. L. CRAIG (South-West) (5.53]:- I
am surprised at the tone of the debate. One
would think the Bill was introduced in the
initerests of the doctors. Nothing of the
sort, There is an acute shortage of doctors
throughout the country centres.

The Honorary Minister: And in the city
as well.

Ron. A. Thomson: The Bill applies only
to the country.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes; the Honorary
Minister has not read the Bill I The Bill
is miot a war measure. The acute shortage
of medical men in the country areas is p~artly
due to the wvar, but the main explanation is.
to be found in depressed prices for rural
products and poverty in the country areas.
Doctors are not willing to stay in the coun-
try.

lHon. J. Cornell: Do you mean to tell me
that these people will be prepared to put
up with those conditions for very long? Not
on your life!

Member: They are wvilling.
Hon. L. CRAIG: Doctors have left the

rural areas because they could not earn a
sufficient income and were -not prepared to
accept the subsidy of £600 granted by the
Government. They could do better else-
where. If there are doctors who are fully
trained and are approved by the medical
board-that point seems to have been over-
looked by some members, namely, that these
doctors in question have to be approved
by the medical board-as being men of
repute and capacity, why should we not make
use of their services? Why should we leave
the country districts without the services of
medical men merely because of a prejudice
against foreigners? We would be wanting
in our duty to our own people if we did
not take advantage of the opportunity to
provide that necessary attention. The argu-
ment has been advanced that a guarantee of
£600 is insufficient and that it should be
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rai~ed to £1,000 a year. Whly a close
eorporation such as the medical association
should be granted a guarantee, I cannot
understand. We (10 not gtuarantee the in-
comes of architects or dentists.

,fhe Honorary Minister: Or Jumpers.
lon. G. Fraser: Or solicitors.

Heon. G. B. Wood: Or farmers.

Ion. Lj. CRAWG : I fail to appreciate why
it should be necessary to provide such -a
largo guarantee. We know that the farmers
are hard uip, a ,id that applies to other people
as well. Whjen they know that the doctor is
guaanteed k1,000 a year, they wvill consider
Uith thle position amounts to thle provision

oCa free social service, and the impression
will lbe created among the country people
that they will not be expected to pay for
inedical services.

Hon. A. Thomson: And they will think
that the doctor should go to them, and not
they to the doctor.

Hon. Li. CRAIG: I hope tile House will
Aleal with the Bill seriously. I do not think
doctors should he treated differently from
tho~v asociated with other professions. I'll
those instances where a medical mnin has
left a country' district in order to go onl
active service, we should see that when hie
ret urns from the war hie wvill be able to go0
lback to hits district.

H~on. .11 1. Macefarlane : If hie desires to
do0 so.

lIon. Ii. CRAIG: I do not see any' thing
wrong with thie Bill, which I regard as
neressary. I hope it will lie agreed to and
that the interests of the country people
wvill he protected. Why Should this mon0o-
poiitic trade-un ion, which a ftcr all i- wvhat
the medical profesion1 amiounts to, he
accorded betterv treatnent than tha t extended
to other sections of the conunaunityV? The
publ ic is entitledl to fair- treatment.' I sup)-
port the second reading of the Bill.

HON. SIR HAL COLEHATCH ('Metro-
politan) [6.56]: 1 understand that the spon.-
soy of the Bill is willing to add a provision
hi the effet that the Act shall continue duor-
ing the period of the war and for six monthsq
afterwards. If that is done, this will not be a
question of leislating in the interests of
foreigners but in the interests of the wonmen
and children in the country districts. The
Bill, ais it stands, places supreme power in
the hands of a board which need not grant

ai petrmit to any appilicant it does not zonm
Sidter tit to he entrusted with the duties
associated with a medical practice in the
counitry areas. Not only in Australia but
in alm ost every other country there is a sur-
plus of doctors iii the cities and a great
defic-iency of doctors in country districts.
That is one of the difficulties that will have
to be taken into consideration when the war
15 over. There is no doubt that lack of
mnedlical attention in the country districts is
one of the factors that make it hard to live
in the rural areas and one of the elements
that- force all the ills of centralisation upon
Us. I shall certainly support the second
reading of the Hill. I do not intend to
enter upon a debate onl the issue raised by
Mr-. Cornell, but I should like to place onl
record the fact that 1 (Io not share the anti-
pathy to foreignRers that he has so vehemently
expressed nor ant I prepared to accept the
suggestion that such an antipathy to foreign-
r-s is in accord with the best traditions and
high characteristics of the British people.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[.5.58] : After l isteninig to the (debate, I feel
I can support the Bill because of the safe-
guards to which attention has already been
drawn and which I think should prove
adequate to meet the situation. I desire to
deal with the aspect mentioned by Sir Hal
Colebateh regardingr people living in the
outback areas who have not enjoyed ade-
quate medical provisions in the past. In
Australia people often wonder why the
population congregates in the cities. Mseni-
hers representing- country constitutencies
know various reasons indicating why it i4
SO. Sonie of thle principal reasons are
school facilities, hospital facilities and
medical attention. The health of our
people residing- iii outlying country and
mining centres is just as important as is
the health of people living in thle city; but
too often we find that certain doctors in
outlying centres have outlived their use-
fullness. They are not tip-to-date in theji-
profession; yet they are inflicted onl coun-
try people. We will all agr-ee that that has
been so in times past. We ourselves are to
blame, because, in spite of what Mr. Craig
says, the medical profession is vastly dif-
ferent from other p)rofessions. It shon!d
not be regarded as a means of making,
money.
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Hoji1. L. Craig:, Bitt it Is.
Hon. 9. M. HEENAN: In my opinion,

the medical profession should be socialised.
Before qualifying as a doctor, a person
mnust pass through a long- period of expen-
sive training. Judging by the financial
standards of the dlay, I should say that a
doctor who is sent to practise in places
such as Laverton, Leonora or Esperanee
should receive at least £1,000 a year. As
long- as doctors arc offered a guarantee of
only £600 per year, we shall be unable to
get the more highly' qualified members of
the profession to go to country districts.
Nor can the best class of people he in-
duced to settle in these outlying districts.
The moment they make a rise, instead of
remaining in the district and helping to
build it up, they come to the city where
their children can attend decent schools
and obtain better hospital and medical at-
tention. I would like to have been assured
that the Bill has, the approval of the
BR.MN.A., because the subject is one upon
which -we are scarcely competent to ex-
press an opinlion. Mr. Nicholson has pointed
out that in various European countries the
standard set is not as high as that which
prevails in the British Empire, nor have
the foreign doctors the high ethics that
are inculcated in our Universities. That
aspect must he regarded with care, because,
when all is said and done, the medical pro-
fession is vital to the welfare of the coim-
munity. We should he extremely careful
not to do anything. to lower the high standard
it has always maintained in Australia.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [6.4]:
Regardingo the safeguards with respect to
the qualifications of the medical men it is
proposed to appoint to regional districts, I
have no quarrel. Those safeguards are suffi-
cient to ensure that a man so appointed will
he competent. I am, however, a little scep-
tical about the Bill. It is to he of a tempor-
aryv nature and I amn glad that Mr. Thomson
has intimated be is agreeable that the Bill
shall have force for the duration of the war
Had a short period thereafter. But the Bill, as
I read it, definitely indicates that it is in-
tenided these men may become permanent.
Clause 2 provides-

Any person who sntki~e the hoard that hr
i4a person of good faine and character anil

who has held a certificate of regional registra-
[901

t ion . . . for ai period or periods aggregating
seven rears . . . . shall be entitled to ho regis-
tered as a miedical praetitioner.

Apparent ly, this regional registration is
merely a preliminary stage to general recog-
nition,' because the Dill provides that a man
shall he entitled to registration.

Hon. A. Thomson: Only in the country.

Ron. W. J. MANN: I wish to refer to
something which sometimes troubles me. It
has a distinct hearing on the question of em-
ployment. I am beginning to wonder what
will be the position of the next generation
in, say, another 251 years regarding the
foreigners in our State. One has only to
walk down the main street of Perth to-day
to see not one but dozens of establishments
manned by foreigners. They employ no
Britishers, and in a few years-unless our
people wake up to the position and take a
stronger stand-our grandchildren will be
the hewers of wood and drawers of water
for these foreigners.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is obvious.

Ron. W. J. MANN: The same thing is
occurring iii country. districts. Foreigners
arc being gradually and insidiously intro-
duced there. In the wonderful district of
which I am a representative, the South-West,
aliens are coming in anti forming little
groups. The foreigner is well entrenched
in the potato industry. He has been in the
timber industry for many years; he is be-
emining an employer and employs only his
own folk. I admit that this hats no direct
bearing on the Bill, but I mention it so that
extreme care may be exercised in the ap-
pointment of these refugee doctors. I do
not know how Clause 2 will square up with
the proposet that the Dill shalt have force
only for the duration of the war and six
nionths-or whatever the extra period may
be- thereafter. I amn quite in agree-
went with the necessity for obtaining. medi-
cal attention in our country districts.

Hon. C. B. Williams: flow far are those
districts. from that biggest hospital in the
State?

lion. W. S. MANN: Some are a consider-
able distance. I was iii a town in the.
South-West district this week and noted that
the hospital was closed because a doctor
could not be found for the district. I sup-
port the Bill on the understanding that it
will be for the duration of the war.
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THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E. Hon. A. Thomson: That is the object of
H. Gray-West) [6.10]: In supporting the
Bill, I can testiy to the serious shortage of
doctors in country districts. There is also a
short age of doctors for the working classes
in the metropolitan area.

Hen. C. B. Williams: That is the Govern-
nment's fault. It has not done its duty.

The HONORARY MINISTER; That
shortage is caused by the war, as so many
of our doctors are joining the military
forces. One speaker asked whether the posi-
tion in that respect was different from what
it was during the last war. In my opinion,
many more doctors are joining the army on
this occasion. Members who saw the militia
marching to-day must have noticed the tre-
tuendous improvement caused by the train-
ing and feeding of the men and in the med-
ittal attention provided for them. I consider
the militia to-day was the finest body of
nien that has ever marched through Perth.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. T. Moore: Hold on!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
talking about the bearing of the mn, their
drill and marching.

Hon. T. lioore: Did you see the troops
years ago?

The PRESIDENT: Order I I ask the
Honorary Minister to confine his remarks to
the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Far
more attention is paid to the health of the
troops and they pass a much stricter medi-
cal examination. Consequently more doc-
tors are required in the defence forces.
There are not sufficient doctors at the
Perth and Fremantle hospitals to give the
patients reasonable medical attention.

Hon. L. Craig: But we are dealing now
with the country districts.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
so. Reference is made in the Bill to junior
resident medical officers in hospitals. The
time is rapidly approaching when the ser-
vices of the refugee doctors will be requiredi
in the metropolitan hospitals. I agree with
what Sir Hal Colebatch and Mr. Craig said
about the Bill not being designed to provide
jobs for doctors. It is introduced to meet
an urgent need for medical attention ini
country districts.

the Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: From my
knowledge of the medical profession-]
know the feelings of our doctors towards
alien doctors--we can rest assured that the
Medical Board will take every precaution to
ensure that only properly qualified refugee
doctors will be allowed to practise. Do not
forget this, there are refugee doctors to-day
in Australia from Vienna to whom our doc-
tors have paid as much as fifty guineas for
a lecture.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bon J. Cornell in the Chair;
Thomson in charge of the Bill.

Hon. A.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clause 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Registration for the practice
of medicine and surgery in certain areas:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: To strengthen
the powers of the board, I move an amend-
nieat--

That after it word 'country' in paragraph
(a) of the proposed new Subsection (2), the
words ''where the qualifications required for
nmedical practitioners of such country are euch
ats many be approved by the board'' be in-
serted.

1 realise that there is a proviso empowering
the board to refuse to grant any application
where, in its opinion, nione of the applicants
is suitable to be the holder of a certificate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot un-
derstand the hon. member's action in moving0
the amendment.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: The words are
(lit e unnecessary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Since we
have agreed to the principle of the Bill, I
cannot conceive of any more stringent eon-
ditions than those imposed by paragraphs
(a), (b), and (c).

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4, 6--agreed to.
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New clause-Duration:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move-
That the following new clause be inserted--

"This Act shall continue in force during the
continuance of the war in which His Majesty
is at the commencement of this Act engaged
and for a period of six months thereafter and
nlo longer."

There would be nothing to hinder Parlia-
ment in continuing the legislation if it was
required after the termination of the war.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I question
whether the new clause is necessary, particu-
larly in view of the provisions of Clause 3.
The Minister may cancel a certificate of re-
gional registration, and a certificate shall
have effect for only one year. Every year
the medical man would have to make appli-
cation for a regional certificate, and if in
the opinion of the board, a certificate should
not be granted on account of the return of
medical men from the wvar, it will not be
granted. There has been a great shortage
of medical men in the country, and that
shortage has not been created by the war
but has existed for a long time.

The CHAIRMAN: A duration provision
was inserted in the Industries Assistance
Act, which was introduced as a temporary
measure, and that legislation has been con-
tinued from year to year for a quarter of
a century.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If we insert the
new clause, we shall do no harm. If we do
not insert it, the measure will become a per-
manent piece of legislation and to repeal it
will require the approval of both Houses of
Parliament. To get such approval might be
a difficult matter. I support the new clause.

Hon. L. CRAIG:- I see no good in the
new clause, and fear that it might do harm-
Would it be fair to the man who is to he
registered 9 He has to satisfy the board and
pass tests and serve what amounts to an ap-
prenticeship, and as soon as the war is over,
out he will go. As matters stand, the Bill
would eanse to exist. It contains all safe-
guards reasonably to be expected. The
man's, position is to be reviewed every year.*
We must he fair to these people. They are
to do0 a Job we badly want done. This is
not a Bill for the benefit of-foreign doctors,
arid we must not make the conditions too
strinscent. 1 oppose the new clause.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
agree with the previous speaker at all. The
new clause merely means that six months

after the war the present position will be
reverted to, and that it will then he for Par-
liament to decide what shall be done. Unless
a Bill of this kind is enacted, the foreign
practitioner will not be permitted to practise
at aill. It is not to be eqxpected that six
months after the war all these men will -be
pushed out. We have to consider how to
provide doctors for our country districts.

Hon. G. FRASER: Unless we agree to the
new clause, the Minister might have to cazz-
eel all permlits under the Bill. That posi-
tion would be obviated by the adoption of
the clause.

Hon. A. THOMSON: On the second read-
ing I said that I would accept this provi-
sion, on the principle that half a loaf is bet-
ter than no bread. However, Mr. Craig's
nttitnde is the correct one.

New clause put and passed.

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill rend a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH (RATING
APPEALS).

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it disagreed to two amendments made by
the. Council, and giving reasons, now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seretary in charge of the Bill.

No. S. Clause 5:-Add at the end of
Subelause (3) the words "and shall he
recommended by the Barristers Board."

The CHAIRM1AN: The Assembly's rea-
sons for disagreeing to the Council's amend-
nments No. 3 and 4 are-

The amendments would prevent the appoint-
merit of a member to the board unless recom-
mended by certain specified organisatious who
are in no way responsible to the public of this
State.

The appointment of persona to act in a
judicial capacity is a function, and the conse-
quient responsibility, of the Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For the rea-
sons given by the Assembly, I move-

That the amendment be not insisted on.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I hope the Corn- The CmIEF SECRETARY: The reason
mittee will insist onl the amendment. No
one has better knowledge of the position
than those whom the Bill calls upon to make
recommendations to the Government. Three
or folir names might be revommwended for
Selection. The pers~onality of those men
might be such as to enable them to consider
rating- Appeals judicially. lIn what way is
the appointment a responsibility of the Gov-
ernment? Why should the Minister have
power to make any Appointment he pleases
so long ;is the appointee is a ineinber of a
particular association ? The mnunicipmality
has something to lose by reduction of a
valuation below what it should be, and thus
is more closely concerned in the matter than
is the Government. We are drifting mome
And more into a position where Ministers
control everything. How is the Minister
to know what is the best choice to make
from the Institute of Valuers or the Bar-
risters Board, as against the knowledge pos-
sessed by the members of those boards'?

Heon. H. S. W. Parker: You would get
the president of each board.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not know that
the presidents of these boards would accept
such positions. As regards the Barristers
Board, wve have already agreed that a recorn-
mendation must come from that board of a
legal man of not less than 10 years' standing.
Ours was a reasonable proposition Arid
there is no reason why we should give way.
We should -stand firmily, And I urge the
Committee to insist upon the amendment.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The Mfinister
should take the responsibility in mnaking
anl appointment. We should not relieve him
of that responsibility, and if I were a Min-
ister I would object to being told by sonic
outside or-ganisation what to do.

Hon. J. J. HOL31ES: We bad a long dis-
cussion on this clause, and I thought wre
had Arrived at An equitable compromise. We
considered that to leave in the word. ''fout-
mnate" would he perhaps to usurp the
functions of the Minister, while ''recoi-
mend" would help) the Mfinister to make
the corr-ect choice. The G~overnmnent should
be glad of the opportunity of having
reeonmendations front authorities best
qualified to make thpim. Thein if the recoin-
memdntion, did not happen to be suitable it
would b)0 possible to reiuest that another
be made.

for the Bill was that the City Council was
very dissatisfied with the provisions of the
Municipal Corporations Act as they exist at
the present time, particularly in regard to
the question of rating Appeals, and the City
Council asked the (Iovernment to bring
down this Bill to provide a better method.
The Government did so with the full con-
eurrelice of the munieipal bodies. This
Chamber desired it, the first place to take
the selection out of the hands of the Min-
iser or the Government by inserting in
the Bill that two menmbers should be nom-
mnated by the respective organisations.
Later, in the words of Mr. Holmes, thik-k
in~g that that was going too far, the Chain-
her decided to substitute ''recommend'" for
"nominate." My advice is that there is
no difference between the two words. What
wvould happen if the time came for the ap-
pointment of members to those hoards?
Naturally the -Minister wvould satisfy hint-
self that thre person to he nominated had
the requisite qualifications. I have no
doubt that if the Mfinister was not satis-
fied with the qualifications of those men
lie would refer the nominations baek to the
respective organisations. So that whether
the words go in or not I imagine that both
organisations will he conununicated with.
Even if that were not so would it not be
the responsibilit y of the M1inister to make
the appointment, arid has he not to carry
the responsibility? Dloes not the some
thing Apply with regard to every judicial
position ? Take the Appointment of a judge.
Does anyone suggest that we should go to
the Law Sbeiety or the Barristers' Board
or; any1 other legal authority with regard to

suhalappointment? Thiss never been
.suggested. It is the responsibility of the
Covernment.

Hon. J. J. ilolniesi: I understood the
Covernment accepted the advice of the
Chief Justice.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no-
thing to say that the flovcrnment ''shall.''
I anm inclined to think that the same pro0-
cedure will be adopted here, and using the
Argument of Iii-. Baxter the Government
has just as much interest in this matter asq
has the City Council If there is any com-
plaint with regard to what has been done
in the past rezardinfe rating appeals, the,
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Government has far more cause for comi-
plaint than the City Council. I hope the
Committee will not insist on the amend-
ment. The reasons
are sound,' and I t
the 'Minister inl ehai

Question put ani
the following resul

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

liToe. L.. Craig
lion. J. M. Drew
1-lnn 0. Fraser
Hon. E. H-. Gray
Hon. K. 31. Heenan
Mon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. 3. MI. Nfactarlafl

Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hen. Sir Hal Colebatc
HOD, 3. 3.Nom
Hon. J1. Ncoln

Question thus
amendment not in

No. 4, Clause .5,
words "and reeoinn
after the word "pra

The CHAIRMMA
for disagreeing. wit]
lar to the reason
amen dment.

The CHIEF SE
Tihat the nateni ii

Question put an
amendment not ins

Resolutions repol
and a message ace
Assembly.

BUJL-REBERV
DO

MAssmb

Message from the
it had disagreed] to
the Council now co

InC

Hon. J1. Cornell
Seeretary in chargi

No. 1. Clause2
the word "Act" in
eluding the word ":

Thle CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
suns for disagreeing to amendments Nos. 1,
2 and 3 ar

given by the Assembly The reservation of tlit road shuuld result in
hink members ean trust any buildings erected on the Christian Brothers'

rg odo the right thing, bolock baring a suitable western facade which
rge to ouil he one of the frontages of the buil ding.

d a dr,'ision taken with A ians of ingress would have to be pro-
ts:-rvled in any case and ;t proclaimed road as
is:- distinet from a path or roadway would confer

14 jurisdiction on the Cit 'y Council -and the Town
7 Planning Board to determine the suitability of

- buildings fronting the proposed road.
7 The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reasons-

- submitted by the Assembly arc the reasons
A ~I gav~e when I objected to the Council's

lMon. W. J1. Manne a11uendmients. I have no further argument
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. T'. Moore to add except to say that it is unreasonable
Hon. H. S. W. Parker for the House to want to tie the hands oF
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. C. B. Williams those who are responsile for buildings on

Ho tw. n Hall
HonW. Tefler.) this particular reserve and to insist on such

Noas. buildings being erected without provision be-
1 on. H. L. Roehe in-, madefrarawya h lc eoi

1. Hon. G. El. Wood defrarawyathplcrco-
H1on. V. Huimeralev mended. The recommendation of the joint

(Tele.) omniteeshuldbegiviieffcttoand I
l)Csqed . the Council's hope the Concil will not in~sist onl its amnend-
sisted on. moent. I moe-

suhelause (4)-Insert tile Thai~t the almendinent he not insisted oil.
]endled by that institute" Hon. C. F. BAXTER: At the end of last
tetive"l in line 20. session Parliament appointed a joint comn-
: The Assembly's reason muitee which gave careful attention to the

h this amendment is simi- sevlection of a site for Government buildings.
aplIyin~g to the previous QO of the most important recommendations

of the Committee was that no land should
CRETARY: I move- be purelhased for a Governmnet building an~d
ent hie not insisted on. another was that one chain of land as speci-

d passed; the Council's fled in the plan shouild be excised from the
isted on. eastern end of the Government Domain for

the Purpose of a road to serve the buildings
rted, the report adopted, to be erected. That is the point where the
ordingly returned to the land joins the Christian Brothers' property.

If the Council's Amendmient is insisted upon
ilid agreed to, weq shall find buildings

erected onl a block of land with no roadway
'ES (GOVERNMENT onl either side, unless those who favour this
MAINi. amnendmtent arc of the opinion that there

ly's Mfessage. should be a road between Government House

Assembly notifying that and] the Government buildings. But surely

the amendments made by no lion. member would want a road running,

nsidered. -,o close to Government House! 'Means of
ingress and egress to the buildings will be

ommitee.necessary and in no other -way can such pro-
.otite.vision be made than by' the setting aside of

in the Chair; the Chief this piece of lend for a road. If that is not
Sof the Bill, agreed to the responsible offiers will be in

-Delete all words after the awkward position of planning buildings
line 10, down to and in- as if there -were a road in existence without
Schedule" in line 12. knowing whether such a road will ever be
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approved. The proposed road will separate
the new Government buildings from the
Christian Brothers' property. If there is
no road there will he up-to-date Government
buildings looking into the back yard of tht,
Christian Brothers' property. The Christian
Brothers are not likely to erect buildings on
the western side of their property facing the
Government Domain if there is no outlet. T
hope the House will alter its previous deci-
sion and perceive the advisability and abso-
lute necessity for this road.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am afraid
there has been a misunderstanding about
this matter. I do not oppose the provision
of a road where such is deemed necessary,
but in answer to certain questions I submit-
ted, the Government had not the foggiest
notion whether a road would be wanted or
what it would cost. Obviously such a road
is not yet necessary. Fuitber we have been
told that no building will be erected on that
end of the reserve for some years. I object
to making it a law of the country that a
road shall be established at a place where it
may never be necessary. The effect would
be that a road would exist and perhaps the
Town Planning Board would permit the
Christian Brothers' block to be cut uip with
a frontage to the statutory road. If that
were done, someone would have to build the
road and that would he the City Council,
and the road would he huilt for the benefit
of the purchasers or the present owners of
the Christian Brothers' property and would
he of no advantage to the Government. We
are, asked to agree to this road so that the
Government buildings, will not overlook the
backs of houses, but if there are no back-
yards on this street there will be backyards
on the Victoria Avenue side. That is obvi-
ous if the width is considered. If the pro-
perty is subdivided there cannot be houses
facing each way without a slum area, being
created. The houses must face 'Victoria
Avenue or this new street. There is only a
9Dft. width.

Hon. L. Craig: I think it is more than
that.

Hion. H. S. W. PARKER: It is 331.5
links; that is, three chains. The buildings
in the street would be very small.

Hon. 3. 3. Holmes: Who said houses
would he built?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The main
point is that we are told a road is not
wauted at present.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who told you that?
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: We have been

told throughout the debate.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: By whom?
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER; Everybody.

When the hon. member spoke I understood
him to say that he made a condition that the
first building would he on the western end.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That does not demon-
strata that no road is wanted.

Hon. H.L S. W. PARKER: It is not
wanted at once for the purposes of ingress
and egress as stated in the Assembly's reas-
ons for disagreeing to the Council's amend-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: Will it ever be
wyanted? That is the point.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Never. To
make a road you have to build up an em-
hankment and make a cutting. That is
what happened in Victoria-avenue. No road
will he built in our time.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will the world come
to an end when you do?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It will so far
as I am concerned. I see no object in forcing
a road upon the municipality, and later on
a Bill having to be brought down perhaps
to close it. Let us see how things develop
and then decide where the road should be
placed.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope the Committee
will insist upon its amendment. I have been
over the site on four separate occasions. It
is my hope that some day the Christian
Brothers' property will he acquired by the
Government.

The Chief Secretary: From what source is
the money to come

Hon. L. CRAIG:- No buildings will be
erected on the east end of the proposed site
for at least fifty years, seeing that the first
buildings w'ill be erected on the western end.
It would be unwise to declare a road at pre-
sent. Such a thoroughfare would provide
neither ingress or egress to the ground be-
cause of the biz drop in the levels. The
road can be put in when the necessity arises.
It would he ridiculous to have two main
thoroughfares within 66 yards of each other.

Hlon. J. J. HOLIIES: The Committee
made a mistake when it amended the Bill.
The joint committee inquired fully into the
whole question, and decided that, provided
eight acres. of land were available, no re-
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gumption would be required. The reasons
given by the Assembly for disagreeing wjth
our amendment explain thle position. A road
miust he built leading into the Government
property. If then buildings are erected on
the Christian Brothers' land, the frontages
wrill fcep the new road and not Victoria-
avenue. The joint committee decided that
thle road should be constructed, and that to
begin with the buildings should be erected
oil thni irectern end of the blanc T nAynit

that at the outset
selection of this sit'

Hon. C. F. Baxtc

l7ion. J. J. HOL
the evidence and
matter, my colleagu
imous decision. I
endorse our recoini
the construction of

Hon. H. S. W.
tention to Section
andI Development P.
iii the case of all 1)
otherwise, the final
Minister,

Question put and
Iuollowiiig result:-

Ayes
Noes

Maijority fo

Hon. C. IP. Bexter
Hon. J1. M. Drew
Hon. G. Fraser
flon E.H. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. V. Hnmeslajy
Hot. E'. M. Heenan

-Hon. J. J. Holmes

Hon. Li. Craigf
Han. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. 2iiebolsou

MOTION-RLAIL WAY SERVICE,
SUPERANNUATION.

Debate resumed from the 20th November
on the following motion by Hon. Sir Hal
Colebateli (Me1tropolitan) -

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Governmnent give consideration
to the eases of those railway er-employees who
were in the service prior to 1905, several of
whoin are hi straitened cireiastances.

RON. J. J. HOLMES (North) 18.48]: At
C.I was opposed to the teote iht aei la htIa

etel outst Iwis to mae moin clard thatr I
~r: So was 1.Conclu~de my remarks I hope I shall have con-

MES: Rut after hearing vineed other members to a like point of view.
nquiring fully into the 1 have given this matter very serious con-
.es and I came to a unan- sideration, and( I am at a loss to understand
hope the Committee will why Sir Hall Colebatchl ever introduced the
nendations and agree to motion at this stage. I cannot find any oh-
the road. jeetive that he has in view, unless I am un-

kind enioug h to say that it is -to putt somec
PARKER: I draw at oilier inembers. in ain awkward position.
7 of the Town Planning 1ovvethat is the only conclusion I have
tet, which lays down that been atfle to reach as to the one resuilt to be
nildings, whether ugly or achieved iny the passing of the motion. True,

decision rests with the we all ha;ve symnpathy wvith the inen Sir
Ihal Colebateli said ho had known for 35

a division taken with thle )"ears, men who are now, according to the
mmml i, in sitraitened circumistances. Our
symlpathy anid this motion will not get those

*. . .. 161 lUCIL ain*ywhere. I think that a lot of harm
- 111 b asIeen done by thle motion already. Un-

- fortinintely, there are many people who
r .- -. 10 dlo not know the difference between an

- ahstinet proposit ion and an Act of Parlia-
Avie. meati. Seine seem to think that Parliament

Morn. W. H. Kilson van do nrthing, that it has merely to carry
Hion. T. Moore a motion and the end is accomplished. I
Hon. H. L. Roebe
Hon. A. Thomnson
lion. C. B. Williams
Hon. G. B. Wood
Ron. G. W. Miles

Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Eon. H. Tuckey
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch

(Teller.)

Question thus I assed:' thle - Council's
amcndiient not insisted oil.

Thle CHAIRMNAN: Amendments Nos. 2
and 3 art' consequential flp0f Ame(ndmnt

No1. Members by not insisting upon the
first ameLndment, have restored the Bill to its
oirial form.

Resolution reported, the rep)ort adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

believe a lot of these ex-railway men are of
that opinion.

The saddest part of this inntter is that
ever since the motion was lplaced before the
House, night after night, day after day,
several aged men have been in the gallery-
I felt sorry for theln-waiting presumably
for their pension that Sir Hal Colebatch's
mlotion was to obtain for them. I regard it
-is a miistake to create such an impression
especially at the present juncture. On one
or two occasions I felt. inclined to go up to
the gallery' and explain the position to thosa
Inchl. T may have known them 35 or 40 years
ag o, hut T certainly do not remember their
Ne'es no0w. To put those elderly men to the
inconvenience of coining, here day after ay
and nighbt after nighlt, in the belief that they

'TOE&
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were tip -_et their pensions, whereas ito one
know-; better than the mover of the motion
they bave no hope of securinlg it even it
the motion were approved, is wrong. What
inivstifles inc is that Sir Hal was in Parlia-
mlent fromn 1912 to 1927-1 hotph I amr
correct iii my recollection-

Hon. Sir Hal Colehatch: It was until
1923, not 1927.

lion, J. J. II[OLM 1.18: Then that relpre-
tetits a period of 11 years. Notwithstanding
that faiet, throug-hout that period Sir 11al
was a Minister of the Crown for a coniidcr-
able time- Ile hield different portfolios in
Ministries and wats at one time Premier of
the State. Not ivithatandi nhg that, duingi- the
period I have mentioned, and knowinig the
position of these meni for so mnany years, Sir
Hal did not turn hand or foot, so; far 'as I
can ascertain, to remedy' what lie now
('0i1.iolt'V5 ale tltei rgrieva nces. le comes
to Parliament with tile motion under
discussion and his 1 titfcation for his
action is apparently to be found in a recoi-
mendlation of a select commiittee of another
lPlaee. If the hion. member will cast his
mnnorv hack over his term of Ministerial
office andt his association with the Parlia-
mnent of this State, and recollects the select
committees and Royal Commissions that hare
been appointed, lie will probably agrree that
little notice was evr taken of those inquiries.
One with which T was associated-nit in-
quiry into the Peel Estate-would have
saved the State £1,000,000. No notice wa4
taken of the recommendations of that select
committee. However, Sir- Hal Colebatch
bases his motion on the reconinendation of
a select committee of the Legislative Assemt-
bly. So far as T can remember, the advice
of the best legal authorities this State ever
had is against the propos-al.

I entered Parliament in 1897. The mo-
tion refers to matters dating- hack to 1905~.
In the flays I mention, the Government
Railway Workshops were at Fremantle.
The railway men were responsible for plac-
ing me in Parliament. In time I beca9me
Minister for Railways, or rather Commis-
sioner of Railways, for at that time there
was a general manager. In 1901, when I
held that office, if these muon had any right
to a, pension, I was then in the mood, andt
would have had the desire, to see that they
secured what they were entitled to. The
railway men never raised the question, so

far as 1 can reimnmber. They were not
under the Arbitration Act in those days; I
do aot think that legislation was passed
until 1902. There were the salaried staff
and the wvages ,tafY. The salaried stalff
worked seven days a week and all hours day
and night. It was boom time then, and the
salaried staff received no remuneration other
than their salaries. The wages staff secured
their wages and they were paid overtime for
all excess work they- did. So far as I can
remember, one set had wages plus overtimte
and no pension; the others had salaries, no
overtime, and pensions. True, the railway
men had grievances galore. I admit that.
There was a strike but wre got over that diffi-
culty. T rentedied all their grievances so
far as, I could. I contmt recall to mind that
the question of pensions was ever raised.
It seems to mne that in those days the men
selected wages plv overtime-certainly
wages were nothing like what they are now
-nd that was the accepted position. Now
we find that Sir Hal Colebatch wake-, up,
about 35 years later, and claims that the
ox-railwaY men are entitled to pensions.
My answer to that is that if they were so
entitled, they should have secured that right
years ago when lie was in office and had an

opportunity to make the necessary prov'i-
sion.

I can only say that I even now cannot
understand why the motion has been intro-
duced at this stage. It has formulated
ideas in the inid, of these aged men that
can never he hrought to fruition. I think,
especially in view of what is described as
their straitened circumstances, it is a very
wicked thing to do- something that 1, with
all my peculiarities, would not be gailty of
doing. I admit I have had a good many
fits in this Houc, hut even my enemies,
if 1 have any, will admit that I have always
tried to play the game. Anything I have to
say, I say to the Ministers occupying the
Treasury bench-not behind their backs. I
have never attacked civil servants who are
not here to protect themselves, except that
I recollect onl two occasions, I attacked an
Agent-General-not Sir Hal Colebatch, hut
Sir James Connolly-hecanse I was perfectly
satisidilhe had taken up an attitude that
oughdt to be exposed. Apart from that, I have
always played the game. in bringing for-
ward the motion at this juneture, I do not
think Sir Hal ha~z played the game. I do
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not think that the interests of the men 200.
cerned are being advanced by the motion.
I cannot be a party to it. I OpJ)(iSP the
motion.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [8,58]: 1
shall not occupy inuch time in addressing
myself to the question, but I wish to draw
the attention of members to the wording of
the motion in whieh Sir Hal Colebuteb sug-
gests that the Gov-ernment should give eon-
bideration to the "eases of those railway ex-
employees who were in the service prior to
1905"-1 always hail in mind that the year
was ]OO-I-"several of whom are in strait-
ened eircumstanes" The point is embodied
in the last portion I have quioted. ] am not
going to pose as an expert on the rights or
wrongs of the issue as to whether these men
are entitled to pensions. Apparently the
Governinj thinks; otherwise. What I do
know is that I come in contact with a fair
number of men who have spent at lifetime
in the Government service, 'and some of
these, as Sir Hal Colebatch points out, are
in straitened circumstances. It might not be
a matter of following strict rights; I take it
the motion means that the Government should
give some consideration and some assistance
to men who served the State for such a long
period. They were about the only employees
engaged in the Government service in 1904
who did not enjoy pensions. Although they
were paid overtime, there were other em-
ployees who were paid overtime and who,
on retiring, received pensions- I regard the
matter from the humane standpoint. The
State has had the service of a lifetime from
these men. They worked alongside others
who were on the salaried staff and who re-
ceived pensions. If there is any way of giv-
ing assistance to these es-employees, it
should be given.

The Chief Secretary: Would you suggest
that we should make distinctions?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, but there ar -
ways of making allowances. Take the list
of compassionate allowances appearing in
all our returns.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would you give an
allowance to every branch of the public ser-
vice I

Hon. C. F. B3AXTER: There were very
few, apart from the railway wages men, en-

gIaged in 1904, who were not entitled to a
pi~on. I shall support the motion hoping
that if a way can be found to help these
people iu straitened circumstances, some-
thing will be done.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.2]: Up to
the present stage T agree with much of what
Mr. Holmes has said. Since I have been
in Parliament this is the second occasion
on which the matter has been brought be-
fore the ]House, and on both occasions 1
have been satisfied that the action taken
would not carry us one step further to-
wards reaching the ohjectivc desired by the
ex-railway employees. It seems to me that
these men are only being fooled by motions
such as this. Therefore, to a point, I
agree with the remarks made by Mr.
Holmes. I think it entirely rong that
tiny move should be made to raise false
hopes in people when there is no possi-
hility, even if the motion is carried, of those
hopes being realised. The motion is noth-
ing but a pious resolution. However, I
naree on principle that these men ought to
receive pensions, and for that reason I shall
suipport the motion. At the same time I
regret that these men are being fooled by
the introduction of the motion. As an ex-
public servant, I naturally have great sym-
pathy, particularly with the wages section
of the service. I cannot understand why a
distinction should be made between the
salaried men and the wages men.

Ron. J. J. Holmes: In those days it was
a qunestion of overtime.

'Hon. G1. FRASER: Never mind the over-
tinie. I consider that the wvages section is
more entitled to a pension than is the
salaried section. Generally the wages man
is on a lower rate of pay, and the salaried
man, has always received privileges that
the wages man did not enjoy. In support-

ing the motion, I repent that I regard it as
being purely a pious resolution, and I re-
gr~et that a pious resolution of the kind
shoulid be brought before the Chamber. I
hope no other member will Make a move in
this direction unless there is somue chance
of achieving success. I am in Sympathy
with the principle of paying pensions to
these employees, and for that reason I shall
slipport the motion.

2M
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HON. J. CORNELL (Soutb) [9.3]: This
question might well be described as inter-
minable-a sort of Kiathleen M1avourneen.
It is a matter that could be assented to only
by the Governor. (lovernments of several
political brands have refused to cons9ider
the question of pensions; to these nien. I
do not join in any condemnation of Sir Hal
Colebateb for moving the motion; in fact, I
commend him. There are three old sayings
of which I might remind members-hope
springs eternal in the human breast, faith
may remove mountains, and white there is
life there is hope. There is the side of the
meni actually affected. I believe that before
long somie consideration will he given to the
few ex-einployees who are left. Year after
year numbers of them are gathered to their
fathers and not ninny are left. Whenever
anybody comes to iue as a suppliant I a)-
ways endeavour to place mnyself in the
position of the supplliant and consider himi
a s the giver. These men are hopeful that
sonie consideration will be given to them
in their declining years, and nobody can
blame thein for being hopeful. If we were
in their place, we would probably be living
in hope. I do not blame Sir Hal for having
taken up the cudgels on behalf of these
nert i. It cannot he said that they never had

a ease. 'We all know that compa-ssionate
allowances have been granted in eertain
e ases. I could quote in in the mniners'
4ce1 tlemient-eonsitituents and fellow work--
men of mine-who, in a sense, through
techinicalities, mnissed the benefits of the
Miners' Phtbhisis Act and the Mfine
Workers' Reliec Act. Mfr. Williams is
aware of that. The eases of those men were
viewed compassionately and they were given
consideration. The taxpayers have eon-
tri'buted these allowances over a period.
though in law the men had no ease. One
who is iii receipt of'such assistance is a
widow, an old friend of mine.

Hon. .J. Holmes: Where does the money
come from I

'T.on. J. CORNELL2 : From Consolidated
Revenue. Consideration wvas extended to
these men because their working days were,
over ad the grave was almost open before
them. I commend the Glovernment for hav-
ing given them consideration.

The Chief Secretary: There is no analogy
between those eases and the eases of the
ex-pmplorees mentioned in the motion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is.
The Chief Secretary: Not the slightest.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I maintain that there
is a close analogy. I have no desire to get
into bolts of a party sort, but I know that
compassionate allowances have been made by
Govnmen1HPts ill this State that Would not
hear very close investigation. Of the meca
mentioned in the umotion, there cannot be
many, and I hope sympathetie consideration
wvill he given to them. If at all possible, they
should be given financial hell) to ease their
pos~ition in the evening of their lives. For
over 20 years I have been a member of the
State Executive of the R.S.L., and in season
and out of season we have sought for addi-
tional concessions and further consideration
for es-service men who had not the requisite
qualifications under the Repatriation Act
That body succeeded in getting the Comn-
nmonwealth Government to give recognition
to men who did not conic within the existing
provisions of the law. I hope that even
now the State Government Mill find a way
to give eonsidenntion to these ex-empjloyces
and thus lbring a little inore brightness into
their lives.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [0.13): 1 had
no desire to speak on the motion because it
has been so wvell threshed out through the
years that every member must fully under-
stand the position. Efforts have been made
at -various times to secure consideration for
these awn. This, however, is a cleverly
worded motion. It means two things, and I
find it difficult to decide what the real mean-
ing is. It does not call upon the Govern-
ment to give these men pensions; it proposes-
that they be given consideration. I feel
positive that, irrespective of whether the imo-
tion is passed or negatived, the Government
will give consideration to anyone who is hard
up. The motion is peculiar. It begins-

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Government give conisideration
to tlmr castes of those railway er-emnployees who
were isi thme serrire pior to 1905 ...-

If Sir Hal Colebatch had stopped there, the
motion would havec been definite.. It would
have meant that the taci listening to this de-
bate to-nighit would have had their ease pre-
sented. But the motion goes further and.
creates., another set of circumstances. Tt
says -

.... several of irboin are ini straitened cmr-
rums1.taice"..
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What I want Sir Hal Colebatch to state
clearly is whether he asks for pensions for
all these men, or consideration for men who
are in straitened circumstances. The motion
is remarkably indefinite. It puts two ques-
tions at once, and that is wrong. The latter
part of the motion may have been inserted
merely to assist the whole of the men con-
cerned, or else as a bait which no member of
the Chamber could resist. It would be hard
for ine to stand up against the Government's
giving consideration to any man in straitened
circumstances. There is the unfortunate as-
pect of the wording of the motion, leading
these mcin to believe that they arc all to
receive pensions. They think, "We now have
a last chance to get pensions." Consideration
must be given by the Government to men in
straitened circumstances, whether they are
e-railway men or anything else. An idea
has been allowed to get abroad that a move
has been made to get these men pensions, of
which there is in fact no possible chance.
The motion merely gives them a hope of
pensions. Unfortunately, "Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick." The motion will not
get these men anywhere. I ask Sir Hal to
state clearly whether lie wants something for
all these men or only for those in straitened
circumstances.

HOW. E. X. HElENAN (North-East)
[9.18]: After listening to the speeches 1
have made up my mind to oppose the motion.
Apparently this question goes back con-
siderably more than a quarter of a century,
while the agitation has been only of recent
years, in spite of the fact that several Gov-
ernments have been in office during the in-
tervening period. I was indeed surprised to
learn from Mr. Holmes that during the same
period Sir Hal Colebatch held prominent
office in various Administrations, while yet
the subject was never raised.

Hon J. Cornell: The men who were retired
then are all dead.

Hon. E. At. HEENAN: A motion of this
sort should not be moved, because it places
all members in an unfortunate position. I
am sure that if we all obeyed the dictates of
our hearts, we would support the motion
and do everything! in our power to see that
the men concernied got pensions, or received
some other consideration. On the other
hand, they represent only one section of the
community, and I daresay there are hundreds
of other men whose cases are quite analogous

to theirs. If we carry this motion, it will
come to nothing. From time to time Govern-
ments have considered the matter and, after
exhaustive consideration, have been reluct-
antly compelled to turn dowvn the proposal.
The best and most honest attitude for us to
adopt relatively to these mn is to put an
cad to their false hopes. If the motion is
carried, they will go on hoping for a feni
months longer, until the inevitable decision
inflicts an even severer blow.

Hon. T. Moore: Meantime they wvill go on
hoping and worrying.

Hon. E. MW. HEENAN: By carrying the
motion we would merely place the Govern-
ment in the position of having to niake a re-
fusal, and that is a responsibility wvhich we
should all be prepared to shoulder.

Hon. J. Cornell: Let the Commonwealth
carry the responsibility.

Hon. E. At. HEENAN: I regret extremely
having to speak in this wvay, hut any other
course would result merely in prolonging
anxiety and false hopcs.

HON. W. J. MAN1N (South-West) [9.23]:
I support the motion. I can quite under-
stand the men concerned being hopeful of
rcceiviing, some little recognition from the
State, particularly if they are aware that
during the year 1939-40 Western Australia
paid in pensions under the Superannuation
Act £136,944 and by way of compassionate
allowances an additional £6,600. I shall not
debate whether or not all these pensions are
justifiable. The State has agreed to pay
them, and they have been paid from year to
year. Here we have a small section of Gov-
ernment employees who have rendered good
service under conditions which cannot be
described as sheltered; and they may feel
very dissatisfied that others in the same ser-
v-ice, and often doing less arduotis work, re-
ceive pensions. I know that the case has
been brought up many times, and that var-
ious conflicting legal opinions have been
given. Yet the Government does in some in-
stances grant compassionate allowances, It
does recognise that such things are just.
While I do not go so far as to ay that it
will be possible to give these men what they
would have received had they not been ex-
cluded, in my opinion wickedly excluded,
from the provisions of the 1904 Act, it
should be possible for the Government to
make in some way at any rate, a recognition



2588 (COUNCIL.]

of their services. We continually hear of re- respected in his profession-that these men
tiring allowances, and probably we shall hear
more of them in future. Mden who have
served in the State Public Service are
granted either extended leave or a retiring
allowance, and somectimies both. As we allow
that system to continue, it can be said that
the mna here in question have a certain
right. I trust the Government will re-con-
consider the matter with a view to recognis-
ing the services that have been rendered in
this instance.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[9.27]: 1 did not intend to speak on this
motion, because the subject has been ex-
plained so fully by the mover, Sir Hal
Colebatch. However, in view of the debate
which has taken place, I feel it incumbent
upon me to state my views, especially be-
cause I have at various times endeavoured to
see what could be done for the benefit of
members of a service which has contributed
so greatly towards the development of the
country. The question is whether these
men should receive some consideration be-
cause of an anomaly which existed or was
created by some indefiniteness in a statute
passed a good many years ago. There has
been brought before us this evening a sug-
gestion that the sponsor of the motion may
have misled the men into expecting that
through this motion they may have by some
means a chance of receiving that considera-
tion to which they feel they are entitled.

I would like to call the attention of hon.
members to the wording of the motion. It
is quite clear, although Mr. Moore ques-
tioned its meaning. The motion reads-

That in the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that the Government give consideration
to the cases of those railway a-employees who
were in the service prior to 1905-
That was before the Public Service Act camne
into force-
several of whom arc in straitened circumstances.

I venture the opinion that the motion shows
the sympathy of the mover, who desires that
the cases of these men should be inquired
into. No one should be deserving of cen-
sure for sponsoring the cases of men who
are apparently suffering an injustice. Per-
sonally, I know that to be quite trite. The
Government of a former day was advised by
its then Attorney-General-a gentleman now
deceased, but who was illustrious and highly

were not entitled to a pension, that they
were not entitled to the right enjoyed by
men on the railway staff, who, strange to
say, have received the benefit of a pension.
The men who drove the engines, however,
did not receive a pension. I remember that
on one occasion, when this matter was before
the House, I was so aroused by what 1
considered to be the injustice done to these
men that I said, "The men engaged in the
office of the railways are entitled to a pen-
sion, bitt the men driving the engines are
deprived of that right because of sonic inter-
pretation of the Act. What in the name of
Heaven is the difference between driving
a quill and driving an engine? Surely the
man who drives the engine is performing
as great a task for the benefit of the public
ats is the mian who drives a quill and who is
receiving a pension!I" The motion does not
ask that the pension shall be paid. Sir Hal
Colebatch, in moving the motion, fully ex-
plained the legal opinion which wvas givetn.

The Chief Secretary: That is not so.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I thought Sir Hal

Colebatch made some reference to it, but it
matters not. I know these ex-railway em-
ployees are in straitened circumstances; and
that several of them are most worthy men.
Their eases are deserving of consideration;
because, as Mr. Cornell has pointed out, con-
sideration has been extended by the Govern-
ment to other people whose claims arc not
as great as are the claims of these men. I
sincerely trust the motion will receive sup-
port.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan-in reply) [9.36]: Mr. Holmes
asked what motive I had in submitting the
motion. I did not clearly catch the motive
which he suggested, and I may say that I
am not in the least interested in what the
motive was. I have a clear and simple mo-
tive-a desire to see the right thing done,
and I in not ashamed of that motive, what-
ever the consequences of it may be or what-
ever criticism or condemnation it may bring
upon me. Mr. Holmes also said that some
of these men have been brought here day
after day on the assumption that, if the
motion were carried, they would get their
pension. That raises two questions to which
I must reply. First of all, the sutzgeation
that the men came here with the idea that
if the motion were carried they would get
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pensions is entirely contrary to fact. These
men are intelligent men; they know exactly
the limitations of the motion. They know
the extent to which it might help them and
the extent to which it is unlikely that it
would help them. They were in no way mis-
led. The other point is, whose fault is it
that they should have come here day after
day? I submitted this motion early in the
session. There has not been a single sitting
day on which I have been absent or on which
I was not prepared to bring this matter to
finality. It is no fault of mine that it has
dragged on from (lay to clay; and, whilst I
am grateful to tile Chic! Secretary for giv-
ing mue the opportunity to discuss the mo-
tion this evening, I cannot take from his
shoulders the blame of having delayed it
until now. It is a matter for which he, and
hre alone, is responsible. No doubt he had
his reasons and I am not going to question
them; hut when Mr. Holmes suggests that I
have inflicted hardship on these men by
ibringing them here day after day, I must
repudiate any responsibility for that condi-
tion of affairs. 'Mr. Fraser admitted that in-
justice was being done to these men. It is
rather strange to admit that injustice has
been done and then try to cast blame on
somnei who endealVOUrs to right that in-
justice.

I do not know wvhat Mr. Fraser himself
proposes to do, wvhether he proposes,
although recognising that these men are suif-
fering an injustice, to sit down and let the
matter drift. Both the Chief Secretary and
'Mr. Holmes have ref erred to the fact that I
was a member of a Government for a con-
siderable time. So far as my recollection
goes, this matter was never raised during the
period I was a member of that Government.

Hon. J. Cornell: It was never an issue in
your time.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: No. Mr.
Holmes admits that when he was Commis-
sioner of Railways the claims did not come
before him. I knew nothing of the matter
until long after I had ceased to be a member
of this House. So far as the raising of
hope in the minds of these men is concerned,
I do not think they are ever likely to give up
hope, for two reasons. One is that they are
absolutely convinced of the soundness of
their claim. The other is that, in spite of
many disappointments, they still cling- to
their belief in Australian justice. The Chief
Secretary has said that the Government has

never recognised the legality of the claims of
these men. Is that so? Will that statement
bear examination? If the Government has
never recognised the legality of the claims,
how comes it that railway men, in exactly
the same position, who were years ago trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth Government,
have reeived and are receiving to-day pen-
sions from the Commonwealth Government,
the State Government contributing its share
~in accordance with the period that the men
served in the State service? In face of that,
how can it be contended that the Govern-
meat has not recognisea the legality of those
claims?

The Chief Secretary: I think we would re-
quire a little more detail with regard to those
eases before assenting to that statement.

I-on. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
think there is any question about it. There
is no need for me to repeat what I said,
when moving the motion, as to the volume
of legal opinion in favour of the men's
claims. But let me put this question to the
Minister: Will the Government permit the
legal question-the question whether these
men were in fact serving in an established
capacity-to be decided by a court of law
and undertake to abide by the result, and
not to overrule it simply by a decision of the
Executive Council? If the Government will
give that undertaking, my ease falls to the
ground. If the Government will give an
undertaking that facility will be afforded
for the case to be presented to the court and
that it will abide by the result, my case
would, as I said, fall to the ground. But
what is the position of the men to-day? If
they succeeded, as I have no doubt they
would, in securing support from sympathetic
people to enable them to bring the case, and
won it, they know perfectly well that the
Executive Council would still brush their
claims aside. Will the Government put
them in the position of understanding that
if they establish their legal claim, that
claim will be met? Then the present posi-
tion wvill be entirely altered.

I have refrained from quoting individual
cases, hut I propose now to mention two or
three that are in many ways characteristic
of all. One man was engaged in England
in 1897, under the 1811 Act. He was in-
duced to give up a position with an English
rilway company under which he had an as-
sured pension. Both the 1871 Act and the
assurances given to him at the time of his
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appointment guaranteed to him a pension if
he accepted service in the department, and
he came here under those conditions. Is it
strange that I should resent the breaking of
an undertaking like that? I do resent it.
Take the second case. A man who ws re-
tired at the age limit two or three years
ago made an application for his pension. It
was refused by the Pensions Board. I think
I am entitled to say that that refusal was
made in accordance with Government policy
and not as the freely expressed opinion of
the board. I say that without any reflection
on the board. The applicant appealed, as
he was entitled to do, to the Public Service
Appeal Board and this was the decision of
the board:-

"It appeared that the appellant was ap-
pointed Head Porter at Kalgoorlie in Decem-
ber, 1900 (after serving in other positions),
that the position involved the supervision of
-inward and outward goods, transhipment of
through goods and deliveries to consignees and
of ullages of consignments; that the normal
working operations of the raiilway service re-
quire a named appointee for such duties; that
such an appointment has been continually main-
tained since the institution of the service to
Kalgoorlie; and that the position requires dis-
charge of supervisory and administrative duties,
and has characteristics of individuality, re-
sponsibility and importance, and has for many
years past been treated as a position on the
permanent section known as the salaried staff.

It was proved to the satisfaction of the
Board that although the transfer of the position
to the salaried staff marked a change in re-
cognition of status, the essential character of
the position of Sub-Foreman at Kalgoorlie isthe same as that of the previously existing
Position known as Head Porter at Kalgoorlie,
andt has pertained to it since its first occupancy
by the appellant in 1900.

The Board is of opinion that such position
wa' S a Civil office held by the appellant and that
lie s;erved continuously in an established capa-
city in the Permanent Civil Service (Railway
Department) from 1900 to the date of his re-
rirenient. The decision of the Board is that
his service since 5th December, 1900, until re-
tirement, should for purposes of his claim for
superannuation be treated as service in an
cstnblished capacity.''

That board, I understand, is presided over
by a judge of the Supreme Court. Its de-
cisions are final and binding. There is the
decision regarding that man; hut -where is
his pension? The Government has not paid
it and refuses to do so. Is there any par-
tictilar enormity in a member of this House
taking up an obvious ease of injustice like
that? There is another ease of a similar
kind that met with a like fate. The man'Is

appeal was upheld by the board but refused
by the Government. On the other hand, I
am informed-and I believe correctly-that
at least four men who recently retired re-
ceived their pensions, yet they had no
greater claim than have the men in whose
interests I moved this motion.

Instead of dealing with the motion on
its merits, the Chief Secretary endeavoured
to stampede the House by what I can only
term a hugely exaggerated statement as to
the amount of money involved. He reached
the fantastic total of £1,500,000 by includ-
ing- many hundreds of men who have no
rightful claim. The total number of men
involved at the present tine is less than
200, and since most of them are well over
70 years of age, that number is rapidly de-
creasing. It would be unreasonably optim-
istic to allot to those men a continued life
of maore than about five years, so that if
the Government did pay the full amount of
the pensions claimed, the total could not
reach even one-tenth of the sum mnentioned
by the Chief Secretary. My motion, as
Mr. Nicholson pointed out, does not go so
far. I ask only for consideration to he
given to the matter, and I am free to admit
that apart altogether from the legal aspect
of the claims, I do not know that I should
have bothered much about it if it were not
for the fact that many of these men are in
indigent circumstances. Many of them are
drawing the old-age pension, a responsi-
bility cast upon the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment because the State Giovernmcnt is
not standing& up to its obligations. Refer-
ence was made to men still in the service.
It was suggested that when the time came
for their retirement they would be claim-
ants. However, they are provided for.
They come under the Superannuation Act
passed a year or two ago. I know the facts
of one case and there are many more of
the same kind. A man in exactly the same
circumstances as these mnen applied to come
under the Superannuation Act. They re-
tired too soon to come under that Act, but
this individual retired more recently than
they. He now receives £2 a week. Had he
received the pension, he would have had
£180 a year. He receives a good deal less
but, on the other hand, should he die, his
widow, under the Superannuat ion Act, will
continue to receive 25s. per week for the
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rest of her life, so that he is not very much
worse off than if the pension had been paid
to him.

The Chief Secretary: Except that he is
paying for superannuation.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes, lie
has to pay something for superannuation,
but he has been able to provide for his old
age and for his wife, The men for whom
I am speaking had no opportunity to do
either. It boils down to this: That there is
just this small body of men who were forced
to retire too soon to enable them to come
under the Superannuation Act and who are
quite- willing, if an opportunity is afforded
them, to rely entirely on their legal rights.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is to prevent
them from proceeding to establish their
rights?7

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: They have
been told that Executive Council would not
grant the pension whatever the result. I
have -read the decision of the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board.

The Chief Secretary: The lion. maember
has not given the whole of the facts sur-
rounding those eases.

Hon. Sir HAL COLERATCH: I have
read the decision of the Public Service
Appeal Board and that is all I know of the
matter.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Could Executive
Council set aside a judgment of the
Supreme Court?

Hon. Sir HAL. COLEBA TOE: Of course
it could.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It should not he able
to do so. I thought a Supreme Court de-
cision was final.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It boils
down to this: That there is a little handful
of men who have not had an opportunity to
come under the Superannuation Act and
who, added to the sting of poverty, have a
rankling sense of injustice. The motion does
not hind the Government to do anything
in particular. All I have asked the Gov-
ernment to do--and I think I am entitled
so to ask it-is to give consideration to
these eases with a view to doing some form
of substantial justice to a body of very de-
serving men.

Question put and passed.

BILL-MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.

As880embly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
anicudnient made by the Council.

In Committee.

lion. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. A.
Thomson in charge of the Bill.

New elause-Insert a new clause to stand
a-, Clause 6, as follows:-

6. This Act Shall continue in force during
the continuance of the war in which His
MlajCSty iS aIt th- coUICiecinent of this Act
engpgetl and for a period of six months there-
after airid 11o longcr,

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reas-
ons for disagreeing are-

1. The regional certificates must be re-
uiewed aninunally.

2. The Governor mnay cuncel the region at
anmy time aind no regional certificate can then
1pc granted.

3. A regional certificate has to lest for
secmm rears before any general certificate can
be gr-anted, an)d then it is granted only whea
the Minister consiiders that the interests ot
the co1mmun1ity will be served by granting it.

Therefore the certificates granted may all
have been cncelled before the war ends and
there is no need fur the gmendment.

lion. A. THOMSON: I move-
Thlat the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I intend to vote
aant the motion. There is only one course

to take ini connection with a measure of this
sort, having regard to the necessity for safe-
guarding the rights of our men who are
serving iii the forces at the present time,
and that is to insist upon the amendment.
If our medical men happened to be in the
countries from which the refugee doctors
have conic, what kind of consideration would
he umeted ont to thoem by those countries?

Hon. L. Craig: This Bill is to help the
sick people in the country.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We must safe-
guard our own men.

Hon. V. Hamnersley: And let down the
country people.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON-. Not at all. Refu-
gee doctors will have to prove their qualifi-
cations and abilities for service in the coun-
try districts, and they will then be allowed
to give their services within the limits inm-
posed.
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Hion. C. F. BAXTER: The necessity for
this Bill nrises from the fact that medical
men are not available for service in the
country districts. By means of this measure
it is hoped that the present difficulty will
be overcome, and that certain refugee doc-
tors will be made available to fill the gaps.
When the time comes to make room for our
own men who have gone to the war, that situ-
ation will be within the control of the Admin-
istration. Refugee doctors will know that
they have to give up their jobs within a
specified time, Our professional men would
also know that six months after the termain-
ation of the war the refugee doctors would
have to get out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There are iomec
people in this world who seem to think they
know more about another man's job than he
himself knows. Mr. Baxter indicated that
these men would have to get out of their
jobs at the end of the war.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I take exception to
that remark, and would like it withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: To what remark does
the lion, member take exception.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: That I said the Bill
would mean these men getting out of their
johs at the end of the war.

The CHAIRMAN: I heard Mr- Holmes
say that some people thought they knew the
other men's job better than he did.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: How could that
apply to Mn. Baxtert

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
applied it to himself, and I ask Mr. Holmes
to withdraw the remark.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I think I am right.
The country is full of such people.

The CHAIRMAN:- Mr. Baxter said he
was one of them, and would like the lion.
member to withdraw his remark.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I withdraw the
statement. This is experimental legislation
and should not be made permanent. If we
do not insist upon our amendment the Bill
will become permanent.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I should like
to have a ruling as to whether an amending
Act can remain in operation for a limited
period when the Act it is proposed to amiend
is a permanent measure.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member
should give notice of that question.

Hon. H. S. WV. PARKER: Because of the
many safeguards contained in the Bill I do
not think we should run the risk of losing it.
I supIport Mr. Thomson.

Hon. G. FRASER: This bill is designed
to last for six months after the termination
of the war. Will those sections of the Act
it proposes to amiend also cease to be in
operation then?

The CHAIRMAN: The period of opera-
tion will only concern this particular
measure.

Hon, E. M. HEENA N:- I hope the Com-
mittee will not insist on its amendment. The
Bill contains all kinds. of safeguards. If
refugece doctors, do not come up to the mark
they will he under the control of the Admnin-
istration. The certificates that will be
granted can last only for a definite term.

Hon. A. THOMSON: This measure is
urgently needed because of the position that
arises in the country districts. Regional
certificates may be cancelled by the Minister.
All that is desired is that country people
may be placed in the position to receive the
necessary medical attention. If there is any
danger of the foreign element absorbing
practices of Australian doctors while the
fatter are on war service, I1 am quite sure
Parliament will readily pass amending legis-
lation to deal with that phase.

The CHAIRMAN: I want to make the
point clear that when hostilities cease, there
will still be the peace treaty to ho arranged
and memibers know what happened at the
cud of the 1914-18 war.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You do not
know what will happen at the end of this
war.

The CHAIRMAN: Some members have
talked about six months after the conclusion
of the war. It may take two years to arrange
the peace treaty, and during that time we
may still be in a state of war.

Ron. C. B. Williams: The refugees will he
back home by that time.

Hon. H. TIJCKEY: I am desirous of
assisting the country districts, but I do not
agree that the Bill should be passed as a
permanent measure. Mr. Thomson and
others seem to think that the present unfor-
tunate position will continue forever, but
I do not hold that view. When we revert to
prosperous times again, there wvill be every
inducement for doctors to take up their rebi-
dence in country towns. I hope the Comn-
mittee will insist on the amendment.
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Hon. 4. NICHOLSON: 1, too, do nlot wish
to inflict any injustice on Australian doctors
but if the Bill is passed as a permanent
measure, there will be that grave danger.
We should insist upon the right of review,
and for that reason we should adhevre to our
smienidinvtat.

Question put anid a division called for.

The CHAIRMAN: Before I appoint
tellers and they tell, I wish to indicate to
fmembers that this wvill be the first oceasion
during the current session onl which I shall
have exercised mn
Proceedings. I re
valueless on this
onl record that I
situation in consid.
my desire to help
that is suffering
facilities and the
to provide for on
gone overseas the
be provided, whi
should agree to ex
of the legislation
denied. I give ill

Division taken
sut:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Hon. C. F. Baster
Bon. L. Craig
Hon. J. 24. Drewt
Eon. G. Fraser
Ron. E. H. GraY
Hion. W. It. Hall
Hon. V. Hanersley,
Hon. E. M. Heenan

Hon. Sir Hal Colebat
Honl. J. Cornell
Rom. J.. Holmes
Honl. J. Niebolson

Question thus
amendment not ins

Resolution i'cpoi
and a message ace
Assembly.

BILr- STRX
(REG

Assemnbly

Returned from
amendment, now ci

]a Oouzntittee.

Hon. 3. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Insert a new subelause, to stand
as Subelause (2), as follows:-(2) For the
purposes of this section the words "public
street" in addition to the ordinary meaning
assigned to them include any doorway, open-
ing, lane or space adjoining or adjacent to
any street or road and also land (wvhether
public or private) used or capable of use by
the public for pedestrian traffic.

y vote during Committee The CHIEF SECRETARY: I mov-
alise that my vote will be 'flit the amendment be agreed to.
issue, but I wish to place
was faced withl a twofold The Assembly's amendment will deal with

eriiig thle measure. One was whtI regarded as a deiinyin the Bill
asection of the community after we deleted the word "place." Under

front the lack of medical the definition clause it would be possible for
other was an endeavour people to use the Places mentioned in the

.r medical men who have Assembly's amendment and thereby nullify
only safeguard that could the control we desire to exercise.
aeb was that Parliament Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not at all
ceise the right of review in agreement with the amendment. Some

* That right has been restriction is necessary because to include
v vote with the "noes." priv'ate land would be unfair. I move-

with the following re- That the amendment be agreed to subject to
the striking out of all the words after the

15 word "ra.

7Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: in view of
- the amlendlment that we made at the instance

for 8 . of the Chief Secretary in the definition of
- "collections," I cannot see any harm in the

AE.Hon. W. H. Kltaoa Assembly's amendment.
Hon. J. M. Macfarane Hon. G. Fraser: It is an improvement.
Hon. W. J1. Mann
Hall. G. W. Miles Honm. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes.
Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Holl. A. 'Tbomson Without such a provision, there might be
Hon. H. L. Itoce. evasions. This measure applies not to a

(refll.)
NOES, sale of goods but only to the taking up of

oh Hon H* . IuVk' a collection.
Hon. C. BWniarns
Honl. G. B. Wood Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Apparently Sir

I (reer-)Hal has not rasped the full effect of the
passed; the Council's amendment. The alteration of the defini-

isted on. tion of "Collections" will not affect this

rted, the report adopted amendment.
~ordingly returned to the Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Of course it will.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: To include public
or private land would undoubtedly be un-
just. The object of the Bill is to regulate

ET COLLECTIONS street collections, and the Provision should
ULATION). be framed accordingly. If we accept the

'a Aendmnt.amendment, we shall be departing from the
v'sAmedmettitle of the Bill. Why should not I have

the Assembly with anl the right to use private land for taking up
insidered. a collection?9
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Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: You could get Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The point is that
a permit.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The first part of
the Assembly's amendment will afford suffi-
dient safeguard against evasion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot see
why we should not control collections on pri-
vate land used or capable of being- used by
thle Public for pedestrian traffic.-

Hon. G. Fraser: There are half a dozen
places of that kind in the city.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. If a
collector could not get authority' for an or-
dinary street appeal, he might take up a col-
lection in one of those places. Air. Nichol-
son wanted to know why he should not be
allowed to take up a collection iii King's
Park. Why should he?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why'i not, if I got the
permission of the King's Parkatorte
to do so?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member now admits the need for getting
authority. I cannot follow his argument.
.I understand that the Assembly's amendment
was drafted and moved byv a member of the
legal profession to ensure that we should
have control over street collections. Now
the hon. member would clip a little bit off
the Assembly's amendment in order that col-
lections of the same kind might be taken up
on private land without q lpermfit. The ad-
ministration of the measure will be in may
bands and I have sufficient conmmonsense to
be able to deternine whether a collection
of this sort comes within the scope of the
law. I see nothing wrong with the amend-
ment, and hope it will be agreed] to without
further debate.

Hon. G. FRASER: Mr. Nicholson is per-
haps forgetting that there are many rights-
of-way' in the City of Perth.

Hon). J. Niclolson: T have not forgotten
that for a moment.

Hon. G. FRASER: Then I am surprised
at the proposed modification, because the
people would be able to take up collections
on private property.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The hon. member is
wrong That could not be done.

Hon. G1. FRASER: If the honl. member's
mo~dification is adopted, it could be done in
half-a-dozen places.

Amendment on the Asebl' amend-
inent Put and negatived.

the words used here are capable of an in-
terpretation which is not desired. Those
words would give the right to make collec-
tions onl private property, and that is not
intended. They bring back the word "place,"
wvhichs appeared in Clause 3.

The CHAIRMAN: The words to which
the hon. member objects, "capable of use,"
cannot be taken out by this Committee. The
message would have to be recommitted for
that purpose.

Holl. J. NICHOLSON: Then I require
to recommit the message.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amnendment agreed to.

No. 29. Clause 4: Ini line 17, delete the
word "sixty" and insert the word "fifty" in
lieu.

The CHAIR.MAN: This amendment
mevans getting back to the original wording.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think there need be any argument about this,
and therefore I move-

That thme aniendminent lic agreed to.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That
wvould be a great mistake. It is entirely'
within the Chief Secretaty's discretion to
grant any number of permits he likes. it
does appeal- to me that 50 permits for the
whole of the metropolitan area would be
too few. My' idea was that the number
should be 75.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes

Noes

Majority

"on JC.raig

Ho.. M. Drew
Horn G. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Gray
Ho.. W. R. Hanl
Hon. R. M4. Heenan
live. J. J. Holm"s

-. 13

-. .. 6

for . . 7

A vts.
Holt. W. Hi. Kit...m
Hton. J.3M. tlacfarlane

Hon. 0, W. Miles
Hon. A. Thomson
H-on. C. F. Baxte r

Noes.
Hon. Sir Hal Coleboleb Host. H. L. no,.b,
lion. V. Homereley Ho.. G. B. wood
Him. J. Nicholaon Hon. H. S. W. Parker,

I (Tefler. J

Question thus lpassed; the Assembly's
amnment agreed to.

Resolutions reported.



[5 Dzcmxunm, 1940.159

As to Recommittal.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move-
That the message he recommitted f or tbe

purpose of further considering the Assembly 's
amendment No. 1.

A nf,- I. . '] A;_.4-a f-.k, _+ +ha

following result:-
Ayes
Noes

A tie ..

AYES.
Hon. C. I. Baxter Hon, W. J. Man
Hon, Sir H4l Colebatch Hon. 3. Nicholson
Hon. J. Cornell Hon' A. Thomson
Hoe. V. Hemeraley Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, J..J. Holmes Rob, L, Craig(Tle.

NOES.
Hon. .1. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson
Ron. G. Fraser Ron. J1. M. Macraviane

Hon. .H.GrayHon. H. S, W. ParkeHon. W. I.Hl Hon. H. Li. Rocks
Hon. E. M. Rleenan Hon. G. W. Miles

I (Teller.)

The PRESIDENT: I give my veo in
favour of the "ayes" as that will mean re-
consideration.

Question thus passed; the message recom-
mitted.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in, charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Insert a new subelause, to stand
as subelause (2), as follows:-(2). For the
purposes of this section the words "public
street" in addition to the ordinary meaning
assigned to them include any doorway, open-
ing, lane or sPace adjoining or adjacent to
any street or road and also land (whether
public or private) used or eapable of -use by
the public for pedestrian tralffic.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move-
That the Assembly's amendment he amended

iy striking out the wYords ''or capable of use."

The object of the Bill is to exercise control
over street collections, and yet the As-
sembly's amendment relates to land that is
capable of being used for the purpose indi-
ci~ted. I think the latter provision is incon-
sistent with the Title of the Bill. Then
again, should anyone happen to provide land
for patriotic purposes, he might -unwittingly
be responsible for committing a breach of
this legislation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With all due
respect to Mr. Nicholson, we are beating the

air. It is the opinion of one legal max
against that of another legal man. I eannol
understand how Mr. Nicholson can juatif3
the suggestion that any part of the amend.
ment is inconsistent with the Title of tin
Bill,

Amendment on the Assembly's ameudmeni
put and negatived; the Assembly's amend.

10 ment agreed to.

Resolution again reported, the reporl

0 adopted, and a message accordingly returned
to the Assembly.

EILL-BILLS Or SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received ai
read notifying that it had agreed to thu
Council's amendment

BmIL-BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying thai
it had agreed to amendment No. 2, and had
disagreed to Nos. 1, and 3 to 10, now con.
sidered.

in Committee.

lion. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor.
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 5--Delete the wordL-
"thirty-.first day of May" in line 10, and
substi tute the words "thirtieth day of April.'

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reasor
for disagreeing Is-~

Extension to the 31st May does not preveni
burning, but only increases the period during
which a permit is necessary in fire protect&
areas. The extra month would he 'desirabli
andr yenars, and would not cause inconvenience

ft brning would usually becarried out earlier
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

With the exception of two, the amendnaenbi
on the notice paper are the same ix
principle.

Hon. L. Craig: No. They are different
One deals with protected areas; the other,
do not.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thoeax-
pert authorities consider the amendmeni
necessary.

2596
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lion. L. Craig: What expei't authorities?

'The HONORARY MINISTER: The For-
tssJepartment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not oppose this
amendment, which refers to protected areas,
that is, areas declared by the Minister to be
fire-protected areas. In those circuin-
stances, it is immaterial whether the date
fixed is the 30th April or the 31st 'May.

ion. W. .1. MANN: Like my colleague,
I realise that this amendment refers only to
protected areas,. I ant given to understand
there are two such areas, one at Collie and
the other, I think, at Manjimnup. I do not
think that people in the south-western por-
tion of the State are concerned with the
amendment, but it may have some bearing
on the eastern district. For that reason,
I suggest that members representing the
Eastern Province should let us have their
views.

Question putt and passed; the Assembly's
amendment niot insisted on.

No. 3. Clause 7-Delcte paragraph (a)

The CHAIRMAkN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is--

The extension to the 31st day of May does
not prevent burnin, but merely increases the
period during which certain precautions are
necessary. The extra month would be desirable
in dry years, particularly in certain districts,
and would not cause inconveniience, ns burning
would usually he carried out before May.

The HONORARY MINISTER:- T more-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I pointed ont that the
flr-4 amendment dealt only with protected
ReaS. This amendment, affecting all the
vrea, is a different question altogether.
One would gather from reading the Assem-
bly's reason for not agreeing to the Council's
amuendment that the Assembly considers
it would not cause much hardship. I point
out, however, that the eud of May in the
South-West is almost mid-winter. The grass
is up four or fire inches, and normally we
hare a rainfall of seven or eight inches.
If one desires to burn at the end of May,
when the grass is wet and there are heavy
dews every morning, this is what one has
to do: He has to gire to all his neighbours
personally two days' notice o~f isa intention
to burn the bush. Similar notice has to he
given to the secretary or a bush fire control
officer of the local authority in whose district

or adljacent to whose district the land upon
which the bush proposed to be burnt is
situated, and, where the land on which
the bush proposed to be burnt is situated
within two miles of a State forest, to a for-
est officer. Imagiue a State forest area being
burnt in May! There would be no mnore
chance of that thau of burning the Swan
River. The Committee should insist on its
amenidment making the date the 30th April
instead of the .31st May as proposed in the
Bill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This will
occur only in a dry year. In an ordinary
season hurning would take place at the or-
dinary time.

Hon. L. Craig: Bitt the same liability
would exist as before.

rThe HO-NORARY MINISTER: Burning
would not be done in -Mar in a wet season.
Bush iii the South-West in an ordinary sea-
son could not be burnt in 'May because it
would be too wet; but in a dry season it
would be necessary to take precautions

Hon. (i. B. WOOD: I support the Minis-
ter. The South-West is not the whole of the
State. I know of mnany places whlere it is
highly dangerous to burln at the beginning
of May and it is up to people to give notice
of their intention.

Hon. U1. L. ROCHE: The Committee
should insist on the amendment, There
are portions of the extreme South-West
where the making of an open season at the
end of May will tend to bring this legis-
lation into ridicule. As M-r. Craig has
pointed out, the penalties and pro visions for

safeuaringanyone who suffers through
fire getting out of control remain. In a

normal season the question of a fire
in the bush in 'May over a great deal of the
country west of the Great Southern is al-
most absurd.

The Honorary Minister: Except in a dry
year.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: For half a century
I do not think there has been a year like
the last one in those areas. Burning in May
is too late in some instances, hut an attempt
is being made to have it done in June.

The Honorary Minister: No, May.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: The end of May.
Unless under the provisions of the Act you
are going to the trouble outlined by Mr.
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Craig, the position will be that a premium
will be placed on the activities of people
who start a fire without anyone knowing
where it started. The Committee should
keel) iii mind that this is experimental leg-
isantion. The original Act has not been tried
out properly. These provisions should not
het made too stringent otherwise there will be
a whole crop of trouble which the legislationt
was intended to avert,

HRon. G. B. WOOn: I do not think Mr.
Rloche understands what we are arguing
about. The amendment does not provide
for an extension of the burning season hut
fmr the giving of notice. If this sort of
thing goes on we shall have to divide the
State, into two parts.

Rlon. L. Craig: Why not?

Hon. WV. J. 'MANN: The suggestion Just
mnade by the hion. member was suggested
previously. What is suitable for one dis-
Iriet is often totally unsuitable for another.
I siaw a graph in the Forests Department
dealing with zoning that had been carried
out and country within 20 miles of Perth
was shown in the s"me zone as Karridale.
From a bush fire Point of view that is ab-
autid This amendment should be insisted
on in the interests of people referred to by
Mr. Roche.

The HTONORARY MINISTER: Members3
should realise that in some parts of the
State rain does not fall until the end of
May. This paragraph deals only with the
giving of notice.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 12
Noes .. . .. . 7

Major~ity for .

Anyi
Eon. CF.Bxe
Mon.SiHaCobae
Hon, J. M. Drew
HOD. 0. raser
Hon. 19 H. G1ray
Hon., W. B. Hall

Hon. E. b14. Heenan
Hon. J_ J. Holmes
I-on. W. H. IKilson
Hon. 0. W. Mites
Hon. A. Thomnson
Han. 0. B. Wood

(TeUer. I
NOES.

HMon. J. Cornell M on. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. Li. Craig Mon. H. Ia. Itorhe
Won. V. Hamoraley Hon W. .J. Mlan
Hon. J. Wi. Mactarlanle IHD(Teller.)

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

[Hon. G. Fraser took the Chair.]

No. 4. Clause 7-Delete paragraph (e)

The CHAIMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is--

This addendum does niot give any new rights
to the local authority or the Forest. Depart-
ment, but only makes sure that existing rights
already held by themi under common law or
other statuites are retained.

The HONORARY INNISTERL: I move-
That the imudient be not insisted on.

The amendment. wvill make the position more
certain.

Qurestion put and passed: the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 5. Clause S-Delete the words
''thirty-first day of May'' in lines 2 and 3,
page 6, and substitute the words "thirtieth
day of April."

The CHAIR MAN: The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is-

The extrat Month wyould be desirable in dry
years, particularly in certain districts.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amndment be not insisted on.

Hon. NV. J. MIA-N-N: This refers to the
cleaning of fire boxes of producer-gas
vehicles, and we do not knowv what might
happen unless stringeitt pl~eeautions are
taken. This is a matter that affects our
friends in the dry areas.

Hlon. G4. B. WOOD: I was opposed to the
Council's amendment and I hope it will
niot he insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 6. Clause 9-Delete the words
"thirty-first day of May" in lines 27 and
28, page 6, and substitute the words
"thirtieth day of April."

No. 7. Clause 11-Delete the words
"thirty-first day of May'' in lines 17 and
18, page 7, and substitute the words
"thirtieth day of April."

On motions by the Honorary Minister, the
foregoing amendments were not insisted
On.

No. 8. Clause 11-Delete paragraph (h)
of proposed new Subsection (1) of Section
14.

2597
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The CHAIRMAN. The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is-

The striking out of this provision will pro-
hibit garden or orchard refuse or other light
litter being burned during the prohibited time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move--
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Ron. H. S. W, PARKER: We should in-
sist upon this amendment. Apparently an-
other place has not realised the importance
of this provision, which will affect every
backyard in the State. No person in a
country town will be allowed to light a fire
anywhere in his yard.

Hon. 0. B. WOOD: I also favour a
similar course being adopted. Orchardists
are amazed that they should be called upon
to put up some stone or iron place in which
to burn rubbish that has accumulated on
their properties.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am of the same
opinion. if this provision became law, I
would be unable to burn rubbish in my own
backyard, because it would not be wide
enough to comply with the dimensions set
out in the Bill.

Hion. WV. 3. MANN: The portion of Clause
11 under discussion sets a premium on law-
breaking. Few people would find sufficient
space on their properties in which to com-
ply with the requirements of the Bill. It
would be absurd that people with small gar-
dens should not he allowed to get rid of
their rubbish in the ordinary way.

Ron. .J. M1. MAGFARLANE: From the
point of view of citrus-growers in partieu-
lar, it would be wrong if we did not insist
upon this amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I point
ouit that if this amendment is enforced,
no person will be allowed to light a fire
within the prohibited area without incurring
a penalty for so doing.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment insisted on.

No. 9. Clause 11-Delete paragraph (c)
of proposed new Subsection (1) of Section
14.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is-

The deletion of this paragraph will render it
necessary to comply with all the conditions
tinder .Seetion 10 of the Act. Thes conditions
will be niore onerous, and include the pro-
vision of a l0ft. break.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 10. Clause 11-In paragraph (d), on
page 8: Delete the word "and" after the.
word "feet" in line 15, and substitute the
word "o.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
son for disagreeing is-

A break of 20 feet is the minimum require-
mient to prevent danger, and in some conditions,
ILId at some times further precautions are neces-
sa ry.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Ron. G. B. WOOD: I hope this amend-
ment will .be insisted on; otherwise,
great hardship will be imposed upon char-
coal-burners. These people will be calle&l
upon to clear a space of 300 square feet
around their piles of logs, and do other
things to the satisfaction of the fire officer.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-GROWERS CHARGE.

Second Reading.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [11.481 in
moving the second reading said: This is a
small Bill but a very important one to a
section of the community. Its intention is to

make available a small sum of money to the
farmer out of something he has himself pro-
duced. That small sum will only be made
available to him after any statutory lien has
been satisfied. Objection might be raised
to that if Agricultural Bank clients were in-
cluded, but they will not come within the
scope of the Bill. An amendment passed in
1934 puts Agricultural Bank clients out of
court in this respect, and they therefore will
not he affected. Were they included, the
Bill would as a matter of fact be out of or-
der. This measure will not interfere as

soepersons are afraid it will with the far-
mer's seasonal credit. All seasonal needs
must he satisfied before anything at all is
nmade avnilaible to 1dmn. The main intention
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of thle Bill is set forth in Clause 3, namely,
to iuake a small sum available to the man
who has produced the wherewithal from the
particular property. Two ways of distrib-
tiing money are provided. One is by 3s.
per acre uip to 500 acres, and above that
area Is. per acre. Taking anl average crop
of 400 acres at 3s., the amount, after all, is
only £60 . The alternative scheme is 4d. per
acre on the basis of a ten-bushel crop.

Holl. L. Craig: Why only ten bushels?
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Because ten bush-

Als is about the State average.
Hon. L. Craig: It is not.
Holl. C. F. BAXTER: I guarantee that

tenl bushels would be the avenage for the
l)ersonis with whom this Bill deals.

Hon. .J. Cornell: And ten bushels would
be the average for a ten-year period.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I think that is
right. Fourpence per acre will give the
mail roughly £6. That money would be
available only after statutory liens had been
satisfied. Thus lien holders are protected.
Some persons say this money should not be
available to the farmner. I ask, why should
the farmier be thle only person to receive no
consideration at ail? He lahours oil his
property from one end of the year to the
other. The present is the eleventh bad year
for some farmers. The labourer working
for the farmer is provided for all the time.
His wvages take pr-ecedence over liens, and
quite rightly. Very fewv farmers are onl
the equivalent of the basic wage with
all attendant privileges. A railway em-
ployee, for example, enjoys privileges
in the way of free passes and free
transport of goods. The farmer and his wife
slave all through the year, and at the end
of the season there is not a penny piece for
them. The farmer cannot purchase real
necessaries for want of the where-
withal, which he has no hop'- of getting.
After all, the money prolduced is the result
of the farmer's labour. The farmer's wife
is struggling and scraping throughout the
12 mouths, and resorting to all sort, of ex-
pedients to feed and clothe her children and
keel) the house going; andi at the end of the
season there is nothing whatever to fall] hack
on for buying a few clothes And having an
outing. She cannot even go to the dentist
when it is necessary. The position is now
highly acute compared with what it was last
season, because the Agricultural Bonk, badlly

amd all as some people talk about that in-
stitution, allows the farmer to have a few
bags; of wheat so that be can get a few
groceries sometimes. The bank has caused
men to be fined and imprisoned, but those
were extreme cases. As regards a few
bags of wheat the Agricultural Bank and
the Associated Banks shut their eyes.

Hon. J. M. Macf arlane; Is thereany danger
of that being stopped in the future?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, because the
whole of the wheat outside seed for the farm
has to go into the pool- No grocer dare
purchase wheat. This is not a State ex-
periment, but something that has been going
on for about tell years. In 1030 New
South Wales passed an Act having relation
to this, It was amended in 1932 and again
in 1937. The measure operates very satis-
factorily in New South Wales, whe're of
course much more money is available. It
provides for the man operating under it in
fav-our of the expenses of harvesting, shear-
ing, and marketing the produce of the farm
after the date of the stay order, and for
payment of premiums for fire and hay in-
surance, and moneys advanced for any such
purpose after the date of the stay order,
together with interest on such advance at
the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. Secondly.
it provides in favour of the farmer for thet
purposes of buying clothing, paying medical
expenses of himself and family, and other-
wise for his personal use and benefit an
amount equal to 10 per cent, of so munch of
the gross jproceeds of marketing the produce
of the farm grown in the season, or other
income of the fanner not exceeding £500;
also 5 per cent. of so much of the p~roceeds
as exceeds £500 but does not exceed £1,000:
and 2%/ per cent, of the balance of such
gross income. That is much more generous
than what the Bill before the House requests
Hlowever, the measure does give the farmer
something. The New South Wales Act has
been in existence for a period of ten years.
There is a pr-eedent for this legislation, and(
past expe~rience indicates the necessity foi
a Bill of this description. It will operatr
only as regards wheat and( oats.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: .What will become of
two-row barley?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No advance is in
be made on that. The Bill applies to wheat
and oats only. I hope the Bill wvill reach
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the Committee stage, when I wil
to give any further information

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where will
cry merchants come in?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: if a
made for the season, they will
lien.

Hot]. J. .J. Holmes: That is
item altogether.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- Ott
must tome in after the alloivax
or per bushel is provided for.

That the Bill lie now readt a se

Question put and division tat
following -result:-

Ayes
Noes.

Majority for

A rcs
Mon. C. F. Bay-ter
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. .1. M,1 Drew
Haon. V. Hamerutey
Hon, . M. Hetea

Ron. W. .1
Hon. A. TI
Bon, C. B.
Hon. H.

NOS.
Hon. Sir Hal Cotetalch IMoo.'W HV
Hon. L. Craig Hon. .1. 31
Hon. 0., Fraser Hon. 3. Xi
Hon. S. J. Holmes jHa. n. S

PAIRS.
A.Yxb.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Han. T. Moore
Hon. HR. V. Piesse

N
Ron 0.SB
Hen. G. 'W
Hoam. L. B

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair;
Baxter in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Subject to priori
-reated in favour of grower of cc

Hon. L. CRAIG; I am ami
Bill of this importance should
nembers on the last dlay of the

Hon. A. Thomson: That is not
Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill isa

mted and not a third of the me
inytbing about its provisions or
vhat they mean.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Tb
must not r"flect upon other men
Joimittee

Hon. L, CRAIG: I am on:
Phis Bill provides, first of all,

I be pleased

the macbin.

ilvancees are
be under a

a separate

erwisa they
tee per acre
I move-

cultural Banik clients ,hall. have preference
over clients of private institutions. One can
imatgue what farmers who are not clients of
the Agricultural Ratik will have to say
about the Bill. That isi one objection.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That was
stated onl the second reading.

lion. 1L. CRAIG: I was caught on the hop
thenl.

T ieo CHAIRMIAN: Order! There is no
reference to the Agricultural. Bank in Clause
3.

cond time. flon. L. CRAIG3: The Committee ought to

:en with the know that this measure does not apply to
all tanners, hut only to a% section of the

9 farmers.
8 The CHAIRMAN: That was clearly

stated by the mover on the second reading,
I to which the House agreed.

Bon. L. CRAIG: The Bill is a dangerous
one. I ask the Committee to consider what

*Mann . will happen under it to sellers of machinery
anomson under hire purchase agreement..wood
L, Rocks Hon. C. F. Baxter: I remind the bon.

(Teller.) member that Clause .3 is the question hefore

IKitson the Committee.
Macfalane Theo CHAIRMAN: I remind Mr. Craig

eholson
*W. Parker that the mover dealt with the point lie has

(Teller.) Just raised.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I oppose the clause.
KWfillam Hon. J. J. HOLM3ES: The clause is most
Bolton dangerous, because it will divide the farm-

ers into two classes, farmers who are clients
of the Agricultural Bank and who must
hand over nll their proceeds; and farmers
who are not clients of the Agricultural Bank
and who will he allowed to retain part of

Hon. C. p. their production. I catl imagine what -.n
Agricultural Bank client on one side of the
road would say, after handing over all his
proceeds, upon learning that his neighbour

ties charge onl the other side of the road was allowed
rtin crops: to retain a quarter of his production. That
azed that a would have the effect of creating a, desire
come before on the part of Agricultural Bank clients to
session help themselves. For that reason I oppofte
our fault. the clause.

Rost compli- Ron. J. NICHOLSON: I ask the hon.
inhers know member sponsoring this Bill to explain the
understands word "grower." He has not ventured to do

so yet, and I do not know whether he in-
a bon. stem- tends to do so-
ibers of the Hon. C. F_ Baxter: What does the Bill

refer to?
y guessing. Hon. H. S. W. Parker: God knows!

that Agri- The CHAIRMAN: Order?
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the mover de-
sirts to make the Bill effective, he must de-
tine "grower." However, that is his busi-
ness.

Hon. A. Thomson: Does not "grower"
ni1canl a man11 growing wheat?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It may mean
half-a-dozen things.

Hon. A. Thomson: Commnonsense die-
tates that "grower" means grower of wheat.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Commonsense has
nothing to do with the matter. The Bill
shows evidence of very little commonsense.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind Mr.
Nicholson that if he desires the term "grow-
er" to be defined, lie call move to add a
subelause to Clause 3.

lion. J. NICHOLSON: I am not going
to mnove the definition. I would not be fool
entough to frame such it monstrous Bill as
this, the effect of which will be to injure~
the credit of the farming community.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The lion. mew>
her must not reflect on another place, or on
a member of another place.

Holl. J. NICHOLSON: I am not reflect-
ig oil any member. I am reflecting on the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member said
he would not be such a fool as to frame a
Hill such as this.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I did not say that
the Bill was drawn by a member. The per-
son who drafted it is not entitled to much
credit. The Bill does not give evidence of
knuch thought for those engaged in our
farming industry. The least farmers can
expect is that their credit will be affected
by the measure. I ask members to reflect
for a moment on the result of this measure,
if it becomes law. Iii that ease, a farmer
who desires to obtain monetary assistance
oil the security of his crops and who applies
to a financial institution other than the
Agricultural Hank will be politely refused.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: That has been
taking place for a long time.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The hon. member
is wrong in making that statement. I do
not know what the measure will lead to,
except the destruction of the industry. It
is a calamity that a Bill of this nature
.should come before the House at practic-
ally' the twelfth hour, when so few members
are in attendance to give it consideration.

Alejnbers who support the measure will re-
gret their action in the near future if the
Bill passes.

flon. (0. B. WOOD: I take strong excep-
tion to the remarks of the two previous
speakers. Our friend from St. George's
Terr-ace applarently dlid not wake up until
after the second reading was passed. I
suggest that was the time when the two
hon. members should have voiced their ob-
jections to the Bill, so that the mover might
have had a chance to reply. I take par-
ticular exception to Mr. Nicholson's com-
plaint about the Bill having been intro-
duced at this late hour. That was not the
fault of the mover, as Mr. Nicholson knows
full well.

H~on. C. F. BAXTER: It is regrettable
that 1)0th Mr. Craig and Mr. Nicholson
should speak so seriously about the lateness
of the hour, because those in charge of the
Hill are in no wa 'y responsible for its late
introlduction into this Chamber. The second
reading of this Bill was moved in another
place oil the 25th September last, and the
Hill arrived here last night. The Chief
Secretary has done his best to keep the
buisiness going between the two Houses.

Hon. G. H3. Wood: Who is responsible
for the delay?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am not blamning
anyone for the delay. The Chief Secretary
has done his best.

Holl. L. Craig: What member of this
Chamber has had anl opportunity to Study
the Bill?

Hall. C. F. BAXTER: I explained the Hilt
on the second reading. As I said, it is
regrettable that both 'Ar. Craig and Mr.
Nicholson should be so severe in their re-
marks. Tt was not very nicee for a mueli.-
her ot the legal profession to make re-
mnarks obout the work of another member
of thle same profession.

Hmi. H. S. W. Parker: On a point of
order. Is that before the Chair?

The CHMAIMAN: References have b V n
made to the matter. The draftsman was
called a fool by one hon. member.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: If that is the
question before the Chair, I would ike to
debate it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It was very nf air
for it member of the legal fraternity to
pass remarks about another member of his
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own profession who was not here to defend Hon. C. F. BAXTER: During my second
himself. It would be pleasing to nme if I
could think Mr. Parker was able to draft
as good a BillI. In reply to Mr. Nicholson's
query, the definition of "crops" is given
as "wheat or oats marketed for gismi."
If Mr. Nicholson will read paragraph (ii)
of Clause 3, he will find the words "at the
option (to be exercised in the pre-
scribed manner) of the gr~ower of such
crops 4d]. for every bushel of grain
marketed therefrom.'' That is to say, a
charge of 4d. a bushel from the proceeds
of the crops ziay he created in favour of a
grower. What crops could be meant other
thani those in the definition of ''crops!"
Is there need for any further definition?9
Surely the one given is clear enough.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I would
like Mr. Baxter to inform me whether this
statement I have in my hand represents
the position-

Under Section 14 of Statutory Rules 1939,
No. 96, becing ''Regulations relating to the
acquisition of Wheat,'' it was gazetted that any
wheat described in t 1w Commonwealth Order
.should become "the absolute property of the
Commonwealth, freed from all mortgages,
charges, liens, pledges, interests and trusts
affecting tlhat wheat, and the rights and in-
terests of eer per-soni in that wheat (in-
eluding any rights or interests arising in re-
speet of tiny money advances in respect of
that wheat) are hereby converted into claims
for compensation.'' It appears, therefore that
wheat. rnce it is harvested, becomes the pro-
perty' of the Commonwealth Government, and
Bill of Sale h~oldlers can only claim for corn-
peiisation and support such claim with their
registered security.

When the Wheat Acquisition Act came into
bring in 1939 it was necessary for a deputation
of merchants to meet the local representative
of the Australian Wheat Board to obtain from
him a definite undertaking that the Common-
wealth Government would recognise merchants'
crop liens as a first charge.

As you are aware, this is the only State where
merchants supidly goods tinder Bill of Sale
security, and this matter had to be placed he-
fore Cnnlberrn. Owing to this being the custom
of tradle h' this State it wvas agreed to, and
last sen~ou merchants collected their advances
throutgh the Australian, Wheat Board under the
saric conditions that have always operated. It
is understood that a similar action is being
taken by' the Commonwealth regarding this
season 'a crop.

It would appear, therefore, that local legi.-
lation has not the power to put aside Common-
wealth legislation.

I would like Mr. Baxter to explain that.

reading speech, I said that farmers can no
longer dispose of a few bags of wheat for
cash, because wheat has been taken over by
the Comnonwealth. It "-as hard to follow
all that Sir Hal i-cad: that was the first I
had heard of the matter. But the position
is that lienes are still protected and will be
under this Bill which will not apply until
the harvest of 1941. The Bill has nothing
to do with this harvest. Any arrangements
made for the coming crop will he made on
the basis of this Bill when it becomes an
Act, but li 'ens, which are more general in this
State than in any other State, are protected
uinder the Bill. The lienees will be provided
for before the farmer receives anything at
all.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: How would you
get on when the Commonwealth took the
wheat?

Hon,. C. F. BAXTER:; The Commonwealth
does take over the wheat, but it makes
money available in return. Front that
money the claims of a lienee are saitisfied
before anything is made available to the
farmer.

Hon. 0. B. WOOD: The fact that the
Commonwealth acquires the farmer's wheat
simplifies the operation of the Bill. Every
pound advanced goes through a bank. The
wheat is the property of the Commonwealth
Government but not the money paid in ad-
vances. That goes through the bank and
becomes the property of the mortgagee or
the hience.

Ron. Si,- Hal COLEBATCH: Is there anyv
foundation for the belief that this legislation
will force merchants to refrain from supply-
ing seasonal requirements to farmers?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I can assure Sir
Hal that if that were the ease I would not
bare sponsored the Bill. It is very import-
ant to the farmer to hove provision ade for
tarrying on the season's operations.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: What about the
merchants supplying under hire-purchase
agreement?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They would not
have their demands satisfied antil there had
been a distribution to the farmer.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Is that not likely
to discourage them?

Hon. 0. F. BAXTER: Not in view of th6
small amount of 3s. per acre or 4d. per
bushel to be allotted to the fanner.
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Honl. A. THOMSON: I regret that the
bogy of farmers' credit is being introduced.
The charge would represent £75 on the 3s.
an acre basis, or £83 on the 4d1. a bushel
basis. Surely the man growing the crop is
entitled to some portion to enable him to
buy sustenance for himself and his family,
and to have an occasional shilling in his
pocket. Reference has been made to agri-
eultuiral machinery, but in most cases that
is not supplied unless half the purchase
price is paid in cash. The farmers them-
selves arc prepared to accept the risk of
their credit being affected by this measure.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: What is the
meaning of the words "to be exercised in
the prescribed manner"?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is provision for
making regulations.

The CHAIRMAN: It is covered by the
Interpretation Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am won-
dering whether the clause will give the
farmers the advantage that is claimed. No
farmer will be entitled to anything at all,
according to my reading of the clause, un-
less the proceeds of his crop are subject to
a bill of sale. That would mean additional
expenee to the farmer.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He would not need a
bill of sale.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
1)egins "Whenever crops are subject to a
bill of sale." Therefore the clause will not
apply to crops not subject to a bill of sale.

Ho n. G. B. Wood: If there is no bill of
sale, the farmer will not need this money.

The CHIE F SECRETARY: Suppose the
farmer obtains the money, wvill the amount
be taken into consideration by the people
who have to find further advances for him?

Honl. C. F. Baxter: Certainly.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then what

benefit will this money be to the farmer?
When the wheat bounty was paid, experi-
ence showed conclusively that whatever
the amount the farmer received by way of
bounty, it was taken into consideration when
deterniininz the advance for the following
season. If the farmer under this measure
secures something in the first season, that
will be the end of the benefit, and I imagine
that he will be inl a worse position ill the
second year than he was before receiving the
money. If I understood Mr. Baxter aright,
this arrangement will bp very similar to the
one in New South Wales.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No, I said the Bill
has a similar purpose.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am told
that in New South Wales provisions of this
kind apply only to certain farmers who are
under the control of supervisors. Those
supervisors have to determine the amount
to be provided for the farmer, ar.d the pro-
portion, if any, of the debt ot~ing by the
fanner for the season's cropping that shall
be paid. Certain firms have been provid-
ing money to enable the farmer to carry
on his operations. I am afraid when they
discover that the farmer is receiving this
financial assistance, it will be taken into
consideration in the second year and the
luau will get practically nothing from the
firms. Under this Bill no farmer who was
prepared to allow a bill of sale to be taken
over the proceeds of his crop, would be
entitled to any money.

Honl. C. F. BAXTER: That is not so.
The Bill will not apply to any case where
there is no bill of sale, but it will apply to
the fian who is tied down and can get money
from no other source.

The Chief Secretary: Howv can you put
that construction on the clause?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This provision
will apply in Cases where a bill of sale has
been taken over the crop. The man whose
property is unencumbered can do what he
likes.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The charge in favour
of the grower is subject to certain condi-
tions, and will rank immediately after any
other statutory charge, such as a hire-
purchase agreement.

Ron. J. Nicholson: Not at all.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I have been told by

a legal authority that that would he so.
Honl. E. M. HEENAN: The farmer who

has no bill of sale over his crop will keep
all the proceeds. The Bill will not apply to
him. In the case of the man who has given
a bill of sale over his crop, it is not unrea-
sonable
sum of

Hon.
Hon.

crop~ he
see that
torn in

Hon.
pose of

that he should receive the modest
3s. per acre.
L. Craig: Or tip to 10s. or 12s.
E. At. HEENAN: On a 1,000-acme
would receive only £100. I fail to
the provision would place the credi-
a dangerous position.
Sir HAL C'OLEBATCH: The pur-
the Bill is to hand to the farmer a

certain sum which, without the passage of
this measure, would go to his creditors.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is so. Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The man will get

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH; In the
long run that may work detrimentally to
the farmer. In any event, the amnount of
mnoney lie would be allowed to retain should
lie limited. Under Subelause I he wvould be
entitled to .3s. per acre, which on 500 acres
would coine to C75. He would, howvever,
have the option of accepting 4d. for every
bushel of grain marketed. He might plant
1,10) acres and get a 20-bushel crop. Under
the second provision of the clause be
would be entitled to retain 0333, money
which would otherwise go to his creditors.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The average area
planted would not exceed 400 acres.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: On the
basis of a 20-bushel crop the farmer would
receive much more by taking 4d. a bushel
than he would by taking 3s. per acre.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Such farmers would
not get anything like 2& bushels to the
acre.

Honi. Sir HAL COLEBATCHE: Is it con-
templated that this measure is only for the
assistance of bad farmers, or those who are
settled on land that is not reasonably pro-
ductive? If the clause is passed, the second
portion should be struck out.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Mre light is
thrown on this subject as the discussion
proceeds%. Now it should begin to dawn on
the Committee that greater opportunities
ought to have been afforded members to
study the Bill and consider its effects. The
Chief Secretary is perfectly right in draw-
ing attention to the introductory words of
the clause. Naturally, the provisions giv-
ing certain rights% will apply only when
crops are subject to bills of sale. One sees
an anomnalous position arise; in fact, a posi-
tion somewvhat analogous to putting the
cart before the horse. Supporters of the
Bill should think the matter over in this
light: A bill of salt is granted by the
farmer over the crop to someone or other.
The farmer gives the security of the crop
to the person who is advancing him money.
But the Bill socks to give back to the man
who gives the bill of sale by way of security
a right over the very security which he has
granted to the man who has advaniced the
money. That is what it means.

Hon. A. Thomson: Only legally.

at means of living if he harvests a good crop.
Then lie will pay back the amount he has
borrowed out of the security which lie has
granted by the bill of sale, and will receive
the whole of the surplus money.

Hon. .1. M1. Macfarlane: What if there is
a loss?

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: I am glad of that
initerjection. Now comies an interesting
phase. The farmer is entitled by the first
p~aragraplh of the clause to s. per Rare in
respect of so much of the area sown-

Hon. J. T1. Holmes: It does not matter
how be sows it.

Hon. S. NICHOLSON: No. Itd(oes not say
flint the 3s. per acre shall come out of the
proceeds of the crop, but out of the area
sown-a totally different thing. Heaven
knows where the farmer is to get 3s. from
out of the area sown. If it is to come
out of the proceeds of the crop and there
is not sufficient realised from the crop to
pay back the man who has advanced the
money, then I ask who is going to advance
a single penny-piece Onl ciops4 If the farmer
sows his crop wveil, he will get his 3s. out
of the total proceeds; but the idea appar-
ently is that he should receive this monley
whether any proceeds are received or not.

Hon. E. '. Heenan: It is to be a charge.
It is not irrespective of wvhat is produced.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The charge iq
what the nian is entitled to receive.

Hon. E. '%L Heenan: If the inoncy is

Hon. J. NICHOLSON': I can conceive
an interesting crop of legal suits from such
a provision. What I am most concerned
about is that the fanner's credit will be
destroyed, because nobody will advance any-
thing- whatever on the security of crops. We
know the present difficulty in obtaining
money for anything whatever. This 1)10-

vision will intensifyv the difficulty manifold,
mnid will, I firmly believe, ruin the farmier's
credit. The hon. member responsible for
the Bill should reconsider it in the interests
of the farming comnmunity.

The CHAIRMAN: The clause has been
debated for an hour without any attemipt
heing made to amiend it. The clause is the
Bill,
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Hon. H. S. WV. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in line 1 the word ''crops'' be strucki
out.
I am in a difficulty about determining the
proper word to use iii lieu of "crops." The
Bill deals only with a crop after it has
ceased to be a crop and has been marketed.
What does "marketed" meanI

The Chief Secretary: That means wheat
that has left the farm.

Hon. H. 51. W. PARKER: It has to be
sold for grain. The Bill applies only to
wheat that has left the farmn and is
marketed.

lion. 0. B. Wood: Not necessarily; it may
be stored on account of the acquisition
board.

Hon. 11. S. W. PARKER: Hut the Bill
says it must be wheat that is inarketed.

The Chief Secretary: What (10 you pro-
pose

Ron. H. S. WV. PARKER: I anm in a
quandary, so I ana merely pointing out the
position.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
I. cannot help the hion. member. I am en-
deavouring to associate his amendment and
the point hie has raised with the definition
of "bill of sale." I find that lily ong-iint
construction was wrong, because the defini-
tion provides a much wider mneaning to the
term than ordinariiy appiies. Seeing that
this relates only to wheat that has left the
farm, is it not reasonable to expect that
the person who is licensed to take posses-
sion of the crop will already have done
so?

)Ron- R. S. WV. Parker: But the Bill does
not apply until the wheat is marketed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The person
may take possession of a standing crop.

The CHAIRMAN: It would be better to
deal with the amendment first.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I want to
know what will replace the word to be
struck out. I will not agree to the amend-
ment until I know what is to be substi-
tuted.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- Mr. Parker has
t-ked us to agree to an extraordinary pro-
position. He asks us to accept an aniend-
ment without indicating what is to replace
the word that is to be s;truck out.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker:. I do not know
what word to use.

Amendment put and negatived.

lon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I wish to
move an amendment to strike out Subpara-
fgraph (ii). The effect may he that if a ni
has a thousand acres under crop and secures
an average 12-bushel crop, he will exercise
his second preference in which event he will
secure a far greater sum than is justified in
preference to that available for his credi-
tors.

H1on. J. J. HOLMES: I wish to deal with
S-ubparagraph (i) in order to get somie ill-
formation.

The CHAIRMAN : Let us dispose of Sir
Ha-l's amiendment; first. The hion. memher
can secure the information when the clause,.
as amended, is put to the Committee

lion. J. J, HOLMES: What advantaho
will that be? The Bill is a mysterious one
al I desire to secure. more information
alboiit it. Very, often the farmer's crop fails
owingl to drought, grasshoppers- or soe
other pest, yet this measure provides that he.
is to receive .3s. per acre in respect of the
area s;own. If he has no crop, where is the
:is, ier acre to come' fromi?

Haon. J1. Nicholson: He has to get it.
liIon. .1. J. IlOLMIES: Yes. It is a charge

upion the lproperty.
Rton. Sir HAL COfLEBATCH: I move an

amendment-
That paragraphi (ii) be struck out.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I support the amend-
went. Whether the ecp is big' or small, the
amfout that is to be di-ducted should be
ascertainable.

Ion. H-. L. ROCHE: I oppose the amend-
mntn. This provision will not unduly pre-
ludiec the farner's credit. A farmer who
crops .500 acres, returning 12 bushels-which

.think isabove the State average-should
get a yield of 6,000 bushels. Under this
measure he would be entitled to 4d. per
bushel, or £E100. Is that too much?

lIon. A. Thomson: Oht, yes, far too much!1
TChi faniner should not get that!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: He should not be-
allowed to live!I

The CHAIRMANA': Order!
Hon. H. L. ROCHE: To my mind, that

is a fair and reasonable proposition.
Farmers live under such conditions as should
entitle themn to seine remunneration for their
work. They shouild not be compelled to go,
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cap in band, to their creditors for some small
conlsideration. Much of the opposition to
this clause is for the purpose of defeating
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have allowed
the bon. member considerable latitude, but I
remind him. there is a specific amendment
before the Chair.

Rion, H. L. ROCHE: if paragraph (ii)
is struck out, we shall go a long way towards
destroying the usefulness of the measure.
The paragraph represents the minimum of
what the farmers have a right to claim as
their remuneration for carryingc on in the
interests of their creditors.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I can appreciate Sir
Hal Colebatch's point of view. He really
considers that a farmer who crops 1,000
acres might get too much for himself under
this measure; but, on a State average of
12s., the farmer would receive only £200 for
a 1,000-acre crop.

Hon. E. AT. HEENAN: In order that we
may progress, I suggest supporters of the
Bill would be well advised to accept the
amendment.

Hon. L, CRAIG: A person making an
advance on the security of a crop would
know, under paragraph (i), what would
bc deducted from the proceeds; but under
paragraph (ii) he would have no idea
'what would be deducted. Some amount must
be set out in the measure, so that the cred-
itor will know what deduction is to be made.
I sup-.port the amendment, even if it should
be necessary to alter the amount mentioned
in paragraph (i).

H1on. W. J. MANN: I support the amend-
mrent. I voted for the second reading with-
out having had an opportunity to peruso
the Bill, my object being to ascertain the
effect of the measure. I confess I do not
like the Bill very much. There is somethig
in what the previous speaker has said; it is
necessary for the creditor to know exactly
where he stands.

Amendment pat and passed.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (a)
provides that the charge in favour of the
grower shall rank immediately after an-F
,other statutory charge and any advance for
or towards the cost (as ascertained in the
prescribed manner) -of growing, harvesting
and carting such crops. Other things re-
quire to be done before the growing of a

c-rop. For instance, the crop has to be sown
before it can grow. I therefore move an
amiendmet-

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) of the pro-
viso the word ''of'' be struck out and the
words ''in connection with the sowing, cul-
tivation" inserted in lieu.

The CHAIRMAN: At this late hour I
must insist on three copies of amendments
I eing sent up to the Chair. It is not fair
to "Hansard" or anyone else for only one
copy to be available,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the sponsor of
the Bill will leave the matter to a later sit-
ting of the House, we may be able to have
amendments placed on the notice paper!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am a little
puzzled to know the meaning of the words
in the proviso "as ascertained in the pre-
scribed manner." This has to deal -with ad-
vances which are made to a farmer for grow-
ing, harvesting and carting his crops. It
may be that in some instances the advanees
are from a storekeeper and wouald he for the
purpose of enabling the farmer to provide
food and other requirements for himself and
his family. If that is so, a lot will depend
on the size of the advances, as to whether
the charge the farmer is to have under the
Bill would be a rea sonable one or not. Are
the words to which I have referred intended
to include certain things to be provided for
in the regulations to be made under the Bil,
a~ arc all advances in accordance with the
definition of the bill of sale to have the
priority this Bill gives them, and is the far-
mer theni to get this particular amount irre-
spective of other advances made to him?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Nicholson's
amendment does not help in the slightest.
The Bill covers all operations.

Hunol. 3. NICHOLSON: Whilst I pay
great respect to the views expressed by
Ur. Baxter, I suggest that in this instaner
he is wrong. Growing is not the same as
cultivation or sowing. Before a crop can
grow it must be sown and there must be cul-
tivation.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You have got to
get the seed, toolI

The CHAIRMAN: I remind Mr-. Nichol-
son that cultivation comes before sowing.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: We do not object to
the words proposed to be inserted but I
suggest that Mr. Nicholson does not try to
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have any more words added. If -we con-
thine inserting unnecessary verbiage, we
shall be here till next week.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. HI. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment-

That in lines 5 to S of paragraph (a) of the
prov~iso the words ''registered under the Bills
of Sale Act, 1899, and its amendments" be
struck out.

I do not know the meaning of these words,
seeing that a bill of sale under this Bill is
something more than a bill of sale registered
under the Act of 1899.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
-is amended, agreed to.

Clause 4-agreed to.

Clause 5-Share farmers:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might be stipu-

lated amongst the people interested that
the division of the proceeds shall he, not on
a legal basis, but on a varying basis. I
Move an amendment-

That af ter the word ''them' in the last line
of paragraphb (b) the words "in such shares
and proportions as such persons may mutually
agree'' be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, ageed to.

Clause 6-agreed to.

Clause 7-Regulations:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (a)

provides for regulations prescribing penal-
ties not exceeding £50 or imprisonment not
exceeding three months for any breach of
the regulations. That is an extraordinary
provision. Such a breach is usually punish-
able by a fine of £5. The fine should be
reduced accordingly and the provision for
imprisonment deleted. I move an amend-
ment--

That the word "fifty'' be struck out and
the word ''five" inserted in lieu.

Ron. 3. J. HOLMES: Which Minister is
likely to control this legislation?

The Chief Secretary: I do not know any-
thing about it.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: Who will make the
regulations?

The Chief Secretary: The Governor.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: A fine of £e5 would

be paltry for a serious breach of the regula-
tions and the higher penalty should be re-
tained.

Amendment putt and negatived.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (d)
provides for regulations prescribing the rate
of commission or deduction to be allowed
to holders of hills of sale as compensation
for expenses incurred or services rendered.
There is no clause in the Bill dealing with.
commission or deduction, and therefore there
should be no provision for such matters in
the regulations. The paragraph is incon-
sistent with the rest of the Bill and should.
be deleted. I move an amendment-

That paragraph (di) be struck out.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I cannot understand
this axtraordinaty provision. Is it sug-
gested that holders of bills of sale are going
to collect all moneys due to the farmers9
By what authority would they do that?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: By the authority of
the Country Party.

Ron. L. CRAIG: I do not understand
the paragraph.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER, This jprovision] is
inserted as a means of recompensing the
lienee who is handling the fund.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Bill says nothing-
about payment of commission.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The hience can-
not be recomipensed for his work in any
other way than this.

Hon. L. Craig: By what authority does
the Commonwealth pool pay the money to
the hiene?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The money first
goes to the Wheat Pool and, in these eases,
must then go to the faqrmer through the
lience.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8, 9, Title-agreed to.
The CHAIRMAN: This Bill has to be put

iti order by the Clerks, and I have to sign
a certificate before it can be read a third
time. I will, therefore, leave the Chair for
ten minutes.

Sitting suspended from 1.45 to 2.10 acm..

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [2.13]: -.
move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
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Question put and a division taken with
t',. following result:

Ayes . . . . 1
Noes. .. .

Majority for

Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. A. Thomson
Eon. G. B. Wood
Hon. W. R. Haill

H... J. M. Msefarlone
HOD. J. Nicholson
Haon. R. S. W. Parker
Ron. L. Craic

(Tell,,.)

PAIRS.
Nora.

Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. L. B. Bolton

Area
Non. C. F. Baxter
Han. J. Cornell
Han. J. M. Drew
Rion. 0. Fraser
lion. V. Hameraley
Hion. E. St. fleenan

Noes
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch
Hon. S. H. Gray
Hf... J. J1. Holmes
Hon. W. H. Hitgor.

ArEs.
Hon. T. Moore
Hon. C. B. Williams

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and returned
the As~eiuhlv with amendments.

Hon. C. Ii. Baxter
Hon. Sir Hal Colehatch
Hon. L. Craig
Ron. V. Hanieraley
Hon. J. J. Holmes
lion. 3. II. Macfarlan

AvEs

.1Hon. J. 31. Drew.
Ho,.. 0. Fenser
Han. E. H. Gray

to

BILL,-MONEY LENDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

7n Comu.i itee-Pogress Arrested.

Resumed from the 26th November. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chnir; Hon. E. It4. Heenan
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress; was reported
after Clause 6 had been negatived.

Title:
The CHAIRMAN : The question is that

the Title be agreed to.
Hon. C. P. BAXTER: This Bill was

under consideration by the House some time
Sao; and, as a result, there is practically
nothing of the Bill left. I observe that
there is an amendment onl the notice paper.

The CHAIRM1AN: Order! The lion, moni.
her may not discuss at this stage what is on
the notice pa~per.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This measure
should not have been introduced by a private
member, but by' the Governm'nt. I move-

That the Chairman don now lcave the Chair.

MVotion put and a diviqioll taken with the
following- reslt:-

11Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Ho. W. AV. Maon
Ho. S.Nchlo
Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. 0. W. Mile.

(Teller.-)

Hon. W. H. Knemon
Hon. H. L. Roche
Eon. 0. B. Wood
Hon. W. R. Hall

ffell,,.)

'Motion thus passed.

The Chairman accordingly left the Chair
and t11e Bill lapsed.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Chief Secr'etary, the
Main Roads Act Amendmtnmt Bill was dis-
charged from the notice paper.

BILL-EMPLOYMENT BROKERS
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Oornmitiee-Progress Arrested.

Resumed from the 3rd December. Hon.
J. Corniell ina the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in chlarge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 8, "Books kept and letters, etc.,
sent to or by brokers to be retained for six
mnonths," had been partly considered.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: When this Bill was
before uts onl a previous occasion, amend-
muents were made rendering the Bill praeti
cally unworkiable. In order to facilitate
b~usiness and to dispose of a Bil[ which in
my opinion is no good, I move-

That the (Chairman. do now leave the Chair.

Motion y'ut and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes.. . . . 12
Noes.. . . . 6

Majority for

An:.
Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. S1, Hal Colebatch
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. V. Haniersicy
Hon. . J.. Holmes
Hon. . 11. llsefarlane

Hion .. MX Drew
HOD G. Fraser
lion. E. H. O(r

6

n. W. J. Mian.
n. 0. W. Miles
n. .1. Nicbolson
at. A. Thomson
n. G.8R. Wood
n. H. S. W. Parker

NOVES.
IHon. W. R. Hall
i on. W. H.Ktson

Hon. E. 51. Here".
(Teller.)
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PmaIR.
Aymm. Noza.

in. L, B. Boflon Hon. T. Moore
Hon. H. Tucker HOD, C. 8. Williams

Motion thus passed.

The Chairman according-ly left the Chair
and the Bill lapsed.

S'itting suspended froms 2.30 to 2.40 n.m,

BILL-BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly's Further M!essage.

Message from thle Assemnbly received and
read notifying that it no longer disagreed to
the amendments on which the Council had
insisted.

BIIL-GROWERS CHARGE.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assemibly received and
read notifying that it had ag-reed to the
Council 's amendments.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WV. H.
Kitson-W"'est) [2.41]: Tt is now my privi-
lege to convey to you, M.%r. President, on be-
half of miembers and my own. behalf our best
wishes for the cominv seasonal holidays. I
desire to thank you for your kindness and
courtesy, and for the tactful way in which
you have dealt with tile bunsiness before the
House. In presiding over our deliberations
you have upheld the dignity of your high
office and maintained the hiarmiony of the
Chamber. Your impartiality towards the
views of members is a characteristic which
we have all grown to recognise and appre-
ciate over the many years duiring which you
have occupied the Presidency. -.l desire to
express our thanks and appreciation to the
Chairman of Committees and his deputies
for the unremnitting consideration and zeal
they have shown in their attention to the
Committee work during the session. I also
express thanks and appreciation to the Clerk
of Parliaments and the Usher of the Black
Rod for the efficient manner in which they
have carried out their duties, for their at-
tention thereto, and the valuable assistance
they have At all times rendered to members.

foil

We are gratefu~l to thle otlher members of
the staff who have always shown their will-
ingness to assist. I must express to the
Chief "Hansard" Reporter and his staff our
appreciation of the capable manner iii which
they have carried out their duties. They are
what may he called silent members of this
House.

Ron. G. W. 'Miles: And very useful
Members.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. They
are entitled to all the appreciation it is pos-
sible for us to extend to the in. -To all we
wish the compliments of the season. On my
own behalf I wish to express my apprecia-
tion for the consideration, attention and as-
sistance given to mne by all members. The
session has not been as3 strenuous as usual,
nor has it been marked by any great degree
of contention. There hare been differences
of opinion, but no signs of serious conten-
tion iii any of the debates4. I can only ex-
press the wish that the manner in which the
various, debates have been conducted this
session will be characteristic of those to fol-
low. It sems that members have been actu-
ated by a desire to help, arnd I hope that
spirit will continue. The session usually
closes at a time when our thoughts have re-
gard for the festivities and goodwill associ-
ated with thle Christmas season. It is re-
grettaible that on this occasion thuse factors
are overshadowed by the tragedy of warl onl
a scale that will leave none of ut- uintouched.
Whilst exlpressing, to all my best -wishes for
the New Year, I sincerely trust that the
efforts of the Empire in the New Year will
meet with siicess that will ensure our ulti-
mate victory and lasting peace. I extend to
all the compliments of the season.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [2.45]: I
loin with the Chief Secretary in expressing
appirceiatioii of the able and kindly manner
in wichel you, 11r. President, have presided
over our deliberations. The sessions are
building up and your terin of offlice has been
al substantial' one. It is pleasing to know
that each session we have a President in
whomi we possess full confidence, and by
whom thle work assoeiated with the office is
carried o0t SO ably. To the, Chairmann of
Committees I? express My Personal thanks
Cr mlany favours granted to inc duriag the
ssion . as well as for his k-indly advice and

thle energetic and able manner in which he
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has conducted the Committee work. The has lprogressed. Our thanks are due to you,
same thing may be said of his deputies,
although they have not been called upon to
take much of the burden from his shoulders.
Again I express my appreciation of the
cap)able' work performed by the "Hansard"
staff, It is pleasing indeed to find that one
has to makec very little seruti iw of the coplies,
of 0110's speeches. -Many of my own' speeches
I have sea reel v had oceasion to alter at all.
Because of my mannier of speaking that i.,,
I think, the best tribute 1 could pay to the
Chief "'Hansard'' Reporter and his staff.
To the Clerk of Parliaments, I ex-
tend my sincere thanks. He has helped me
aIs well as other members, and has proved
himself a very energetic anid able officer.
Because of his training he has been able to
render wonderful service to us. He is ever
ready to assist in any way he can. The
Usher of the Black Rod has carried
out his duties in the same diligent
and] able manner that has been evi-
denced in the past. I also thank our
messenger who has replaced Mr. Roberts,
now abroad on service. -We arc pleased to
hear of Air. Roberts and to know that lie is
getting- on well. I have no doubt tha~t lie
will make his mark. We arc fortunate to
have Mr. Power- to fill the position durig
his absence. He is yet a youing m)ani,
hut judging fromn his work and the
ca pable nmanner in which lie carries it outl,
I think that good things- lie ahead of him.
To miembers generally I desire to extend
good wishes for the coming season, and hope
that the blackness ahead of us will soon re-
veal something that is less dark than it is
itt present. I hope that all members vnjoly
the Christmas season and hove g-ood health.
The Leader of the House and his colleagues
have dlone excellent service during the
session. There have been very fewv brushes,
and the relationship between Ministers and
members has been most pleasant. We have
not had to deal with some of the extra-
ordinary pieces of legislation that have come
diown to us onl othepr occasions. Let us hope
that things will brighten from every stand-
point, and that we shall be able to look for-
ward to an era of peace, prosperity and
happinless.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [2.50]:
As one of the oldest members of this Cham-
ber, I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, upon the manner in which the session

the Leader of the House, the Honorary Mini-
ister, and also to the Chairman of Commit-
tees, for the admirable way in which the
business of the House has been conducted by
you and them. All have dlone their best to
as~sist every member of the House, no mat-
ter what his requirements have been during
the session. What is remarkable is that in
all my years of experience iu this Chamber,
we have not until now come to the closing
stages of a session without having confer-
ences of managers to deal with various Bills.
There is an absence of frayed edges on the
part of members this year; it is gratifying
to think that members have been able to get
on so amicably together. We all feel that we
have furthered the affairs of the State with-
out falling out too seriously with one all-
other. I sincerely hope that all members of
the House and you, Sir, will have a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. To
the staff and "Hansard," and all others who
have played their part, I sincerely express
my thanks. I trust we will soon receive
favourable reports of the health of thosa
members whom sickness has kept away from
the House during the late stages of the ses-
sion. I express tile wish that they will soon
1)e restored to health. I also thank meni-
hers for the kind and generous way in which
they have treated me during the session.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [2.53]: On
behalf of myself and my sergeant-majors, I
thank the Chief Secretary for the kiadly re-
ferences he has made to the Chairman of
Committees. I also thank him and hiK
worthy adjutant, the Honorary Minister,
for the consideration which they have ex-
tended to myself and the Deputy Chairmen.
I desire also, Mr. President, to express my
appreciation of your kindly consideration
and courtesy. Our association has been a
long one, and never once have we had a dis-
agreement.

I join in the general thanks tendered to
the clerks and the staff right down to the
messenger boys, slnd also to "Hansard."
Both branches of the Legislature are singu-
larly fortunate not only in their officers but
in the staff generally for the courtesy and
consideration extended. While we praise
those who are present we should not be unl-
mindful of the absent ones. I am sure that
hall. members will be Prepared to join ma
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iii conveying congratulations to our Clerk
of Record;, "Jobnnie" Roberts, who is on
active service. IMr. Roberts gave up his
commission in the Citizen Forces and wvent
away with the signallers as a sergeant, sub-
sequently winning a commission in the place
where commissions are really won, namely,
onl active service ablroad.

This has been a harmonious session; in
fact, to me it hardly appears to have been
a session at all. I cannot recollect any other
session when we have not had conferences
between managers of tie two Houses. AMv
colleagues have not risen to make such re-
marks as "The manag-ers met in conference
anid failed to agree." They' have not had
anl opportunit ,y to do so on this occasion,
and that is why this does not appwear, to
have been a real session at all.

In conclusion, I hope that when members
of this Chamber re-assemble it will he under
happier auspices and with the knowledge
that the British Empire, of which we tire
subjects and citizens, has emerged victorious
from the gigantic struggle in which it is
engaged.

THE PRESIDENT [2.57]: 1 feel grate-
full to the Chief Secretary, 3Mr. Baxter, Mr.
Ifainersley and Mr. Cornell for their ex-
tremely kind references to myself ajid to myw
endeavours; to carry' out liy dtieis faithfully.
I am particularly grateful to all honourable
ilemibers for the great courtesy and consid-
Pration they have extended to me durinw
this and previous sessions since I have been
President. But for that consideration
anid courtesy and the allowances they
have been ever ready to make for me I
wonuli not have alchieved whatever success
has been mine.

I would also like to support what has
liven said by Mr. Cornell concerning the ofi-
eels of this House. We are indeed fortunate
iii them. To carry Out the duties associated
with the work of this Chamber calls for
constant attention and] continual vigilance,
for much more care and watchfulness than
probably tbe majority of lion. members real-
ise. When errors are avoided and the House
r uns On smooth lines the work seems to he
simple, but mistakes earl very' easily be made.
I am not, howeve-, aware that any errors
hav'e been made by our officers this session
nor am I conscious of their having in any
it iy neglected any of the duties they are

supposed to carry out. I canl say regarding
the session that it hats been similar to other
sessions inasmuch as members of this Chanm-
ber call differ and differ Strongly, but those
differences arc quite apart from personali-
ties and we can differ without quarrelling.
The Chief Secretary pointed out that the
session has been) altogether free from those
conferences thant usually take place, but in
other respects the session has been marked
by anl almost total absence of anything in
Ihe nlature of party feeling. That is due to
the terrible struggle for existence in which
the whole Emupire is engaged. I would like
on1ce again to express liy gratitude to bon.
ineiber;, of this House, to the Chairman of
Committees for the great assistance he hass
ever been ready to extend to me, to the
lDeputy Chairmen of Committees, to the offi-
(ens of the House, and to the gentlemen of
fte "Hansard" staff, all of whoat are associ-
ated with the work of this Chamnber. To
them .1 wvisht the compliments of the season
arid hope the New Year wvill be brightened
by Ilie conclusion of a victorious peace.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Holl. W. H.
Kilson-West) [3.1): 1 move-

That the House at its rising& adjourn to a
date to lie fixed 1) thfie President.

Question p'ut and passed.

House adjourned at 39.2 o'm. (Friday).


